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; trideitt-l explodes in flight 

CAPE CANAVERAL (H) — An 'anmned Trideut-2 mfesfle exploded ta 
Bight Tuesday flgoopds after fc'w fiwd from a submerged \jjg m submarine 
off Cape CsnsKTid' In tb* weapon's first test mt sei, a mffitary 
tpoAHwoflun said. The One-stage afadt exploded four seconds after 
hunch from the nnckarsidMBanae USS Tennessee, said Ant McCauley, a 
spokeswoman at -Patrick Afar Force Base near hoe. The missSe has been 
tesUbd 19 times oa bead and was scheduled for at leastnfaie tests at sea 
before be co mi ng operational- “It sdf-destrnded. The end cause of the 
maBtaaddkm dean be de t er m ine d antfl telemet ry data b studied,” 
McOmtey said. The nkde had dewed the water shoot 75 kilometres east 
of Cape Canaveral by the time of the explosion and fid not t h r eate n the 
submerged submarine, she sdd. The U-S. Navy plaas to begm d eploy i n g 
the Trident-2 in December. British nuclear submarines are also scheduled 
to evndnafiy ca r r y (he.loag-rnge Jnfibtlc missile, defence oftirtak say. 
The Trideot-2, which carried a load of dummy warheads daring the test, 
.will be among the mint powerful and accurate unclear weapons ever 
developed, officials smdL 
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Arab League marks anniversary 

TUNIS (Petra) — Arab League Secretary General ChadB KBbi Tuesday 
praised the Palestine National Council’s rifririou last November, declaring 
a Mestfadan state, and described it as a historic one, whicb came 11 a time 
when the Palestinian uprising has attend its second year. In a s t a tem e nt 
issued here on the 44th anniversary of the Arab League which (alb 
Wednesday, Kfibl nU that the Palestinian uprising b enntiwnlwg very 
strongfy and fc gaining more momentum, despite IsraeTf op p ress i ve 
measures against Arab citizens. KBbi stressed that the Patesfinhw state has 
become one of the international political realities, which seeks to establish a 
Just, co mp rehensive and durable peace, based on the teaUenaMe rights of 
the Palestinian people, indnding to rights to setT determination and to tbe 
establishment of its own state on its national soO and on the braeB 
withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories. KHbi said tbe 44th 
anniversary alls for pride because of the many favourable deve lo pments 
which have taken place recertify. 
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Al Hussein attends 
^celebration marking 
Battle of Karameh 


KARAMEH (Pblra) — BDs Majes- 
ty King Hussein, the Supreme 
Commander of the Jordanian 
V Ir. jj> Armed Forces Tuesday attended 
‘■fc-tesj j j the major celebration held at the 
V- J Martyr’s Monument in Sbouneh 
4 -?is T % 7 to mark the Karameh Battle. 

IW The celebration was attended 
’ 1 -• C by Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
' General Fathi A bn Tald> and his 

assistants, the commander of the 
■7 :s •« iL, Royal Jordanian Air Force, 
' Armed Forces Inspector General 
aad senior Armed Forces officers. 

On the occasion, Abu Taleb 
sent a congratulatory cable to 
\ ...J7 King Hussein in which he voiced 
"" the Jordanian Armed Forces* 
pride in his wise leadership and 
pledged their allegiance and foyal- 
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tv to tbe H*jh»mi«p throne. 

Aim Taleb also attended the 
celebration held at the Yarmonk 
University to mark the Karameh 
Battle. 

He delegated his assistant to 
attend the cross-country race, 
organised by the Yarmonk Uni- 
versity and Jordan University of 
Science and Technology. 

The race started from tbe dty 
of Karameh »wrf ended at the 
Martyr’s Monument in Sooth 
Sbonneh. 

similar celebrations were held 
hi various parts of the country. 

Tbe Ministry of Education 
schools in Amman, Balqa, Zarqa 
and Ma'an held special celebra- 



His Majesty King Hussein, accompanied by Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Fathi Abn Taleb and high ranking officers, Tuesday 
arrives to attend the celebrations ou the occasion of the anniversary of 
the Karameh Battle. 


lions, daring which speeches, out- 
lining tbe importance of <hfa 
event, were delivered. Also on this 
occasion, folkloric dances per- 


formed and a number of exhibi- 
tions, containing items describing 
the importance of this battle, were 
held. 
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Mine blast 
kills 3 
UNIFIL 
soldiers 


r, heist 


L “ TYRE, Lebanon (R) — Three 
. 1’’ Irish U.N. peacekeeping soldiers 

. were lolled Tuesday when their 
' vehicle ran over a landmine in 
South Lebanon, an Irish officer 
said. 

He said they were killed near 
the village of Brasfaiet on the 
edge of Israel’s self-declared 
: "security zone.” 

• :: ■ This brought to 30 the number 

. . irf . IrwlUSQWwB Jolted since the 

• • ; nine-nation U. N, Int erim Force 
■: In Lebanon (UNIFIL) deployed 

. • . v.:io South Lebanon in 1978. 

’ A 22-year-old Irish soldier was 
shot dead by militiamen of the 
... Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia Feb. 24. 

. In occupied Jerusalem, a U.N: 
official at beadquaiteis in Na- 
. .. ‘ qoura told Reuters by telephone 
.7 ". ‘ the soldiers drove their truck over 
the mine white on a routine 
. . patrol. 

“We. don't know who planted 
the mine or wiry. We have sent 
out a team to investigate,'’ said 
3 V enflJ Patrick Keo gh, operations officer 

c rare# UNIFIL. 
b Cd J He said two of the soldiers died 
immediately and a third was pro- 
7. nouheed dead on arrival at a 
_ U.N. hospital. 

* ^ The Irish officer in South Leba- 

non, who refused to be identified, 

• . 7 said: “Tbe Irish soldiers were 
.. targetted in this ambush. Israeli 
.. soldiers and their local militiamen 
of the South Lebanon Army do 
hot pass on this road.” 

. Brashiet is a transit route for 
commandos who sneak into the 
. ' security zone to attack Israeli and 
•' SLA forces. 


At least 
18 dead in 
Brazil 
plane 
crash 

SAO PAULO (R) — At least IS 
people were killed when a Boeing 
707 cargo plane exploded in 
^ , midair Tuesday.' and crashed into 

xdi^ <a - s * um 9 ear Sao Paulo Intema- 
tional Airport, an airport official 

-a# “it- 

» ** m There were unconfirmed re- 

j c V™ poris that dozens of shim dwel- 
lere, perhaps as many , as 100, 
were injured in the crash. 

* Television reports said at Jeast 
‘ people were being treated, 
inly for burns, at nearby hos- 
pitals. ' 

■ Airport spokeswoman . Lucia 
Ferreira told Reuters the plane’s 
three crew members and at least 
seven people on'the ground were 
killed in the crash. 

The Transbrasil plane ' had 
radioed the - control ' tower re- 
questing an emergency landing 
before it' ex^oded, she said. 

The plane was. on a flight from 
the Amazon city of -Manaus to 
Sao Paulo. 

^Ferreira said she had no in- 
fbrmatioh as tO'Why the pilot had 
requested an emergency landing. 
Visibility at the time of the crKh 
~ just before noon local (1500 
GMT) — was perfect. ' ‘ 



King Hussein visits army HQ 


SBs Majesty King Hussein, the supreme comman- 
der of the Jordanian Armed Forces, Tuesday 
called at the Armed Forces Headquarters where 
he met for a while with die Chief of Stoff General 
Fathi Abu Taleb and his aides. King Hnssein. 


discussed with Abn Taleb issues of interest to the 
Aimed Forces. Abu Taleb’s assistants, comman- 
der of the Royal Jordanian Air Force and the 
Armed Forces Inspector General attended part of 
die meeting 


Artillery and rocket fire puts 
east Beirut area under siege 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
opposition forces traded artillery 
ana rocket fire with Falangist 
gunners Tuesday after imposing a 
siege on their sectarian foes. 

Security sources said at least 
five people were killed and five 
wounded m west Beirut by the 
latest round of artillery duels 
which have raged m and around 
the dty for two weeks.* 

Local radios said fighting 
erupted along the “green line” 
separating west Beirut from the 
east and shells and rockets fell on 
residential areas in both sectors. - 

Falangist radios said 10 shells 
fell on. Beirut Port in the eastern 
sector and others hit the coastal 
highway running from east Beirut 
to Falangist areas in the north. 

The security sources said the 
shelling of the coastal highway 
caused a car accident in which 
three people were killed and two 
injured. They said another four 
people were wounded in east 
Beirut. 

The thunder of artillery rocked 
the city as residents ran to shel- 
ters. Ambulances raced through 
the deserted streets to rescue 
casualties. 

Falangist leaders accused Syria 
of ordering a blockade of their 
territory which cut supply routes 
for food and fuel. 

Security sources said roads to 
the Falangist enclave — east 
Beirut and the hills and coastal 
district north of it — - were shut, 
leaving it until Jounieh Port as its 
only link with the outside world. 

Jounieh itself has been hit in 
tbe past week by shelling. 

"All ihe crossings were shut by 
a decision from the Syrian 
occupying force,” said a military 
spokesman in east Beirut. He 
said the action was in line with 
attempts to partition Lebanon 
into sectarian mini-states. ' 

Syria, tbe main foreign power 
broker in Lebanon, has about 
25,000. troops in the country.. 

Lebanon's Falangist- and 
opposition sectors are heavily in- 
terdependent for basic commod- 


ities, most carried by truck. 

The Falangist area supplies 
west Beirut with flour, petrol and 
cooking gas while opposition 
areas provide east Beirut with 
fruit and vegetables. 

The first people affected were 
thousands of commuters who 
normally cross tbe “green line” 
battle zone dividing the capital 
every day. 

Political sources said the 
opposition forces were retaliating 
against a sea and air blockade 
imposed by army commander 
Major-General Michel Aoun on 
illegal ports serving militia fief- 
doms earlier this month. 

Aonn heads a military govern- 
ment set up in September when 
rivalry between pro- and anti- 
Syrian groups prevented election 
of a successor to outgoing Presi- 
dent Amin Gemayel. 

The civilian cabinet led by Sun- 
ni Muslim Salim Hoss refused to 
step down, leaving Lebanon with 


two opposed governments. 

Lebanese, prey to indscrimin- 
ate violence for the past 14 years, 
stayed indoors in case of fresh 
fighting broke out. 

Few people have reported for 
work since last Tuesday when 
rival forces fought their fiercest 
battles for two years, killing 43 
people and wounding 150. 

The opposition army command 
under Major-General Sami Al 
Khatib, said its troops closed the 
Museum Crossing between the 
two sectors of the capital for 
“security reasons.” 

Kuwait’s ambassador in 
Damascus, Ahmad Abdul Aziz 
Al Jassem, held talks with rival 
leaders Monday and Tuesday in 
an attempt to defuse tbe crisis. 

Jassem carries invitations for 
former presidents and prime 
ministers to attend a Tunis meet- 
ing with an Arab League commit- 
tee trying to resolve Lebanon's 
constitutional crisis. 



4 Palestinians injured in West Bank protests 

Israelis clamp curfew in Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israeli 
troops in occupied Gaza City clamped a 
curfew on some 7,000 residents Tuesday, cut 
off water and electricity, and threatened 
stiffer measures if a missing army rifle was 
not returned. 


An automatic rifle was lost 
Monday night when two army 
reservists were injured during 
clashes with stone-throwers in the 
city's Rimal district. Military au- 
thorities are convinced Palesti- 
nians took the gun. 

Residents said the curfew on 
Rimal and part of the Sabra 
district took effect Tuesday 
morning after troops ordered afi 
males aged from nine to 60 years 
to military headquarters and 
warned them of harsh consequ- 
ences if the gun was not returned. 

A curfew placed on the Gaza 
Strip's Khan Younis Refugee 
Camp when a weapon was lost 
there last Wednesday remained 
in force, and local leaders said 
army officers told them the gun 
would have to be produced be- 
fore the curfew was lifted. 

The army had no immediate 
comment on the reports. 

A Palestinian source in Gaza 
said the apparent theft of the 
rifles should not be seen as a sign 


that Arab protesters were prepar- 
ing to escalate their armed 
attacks against Israeli targets but 
rather as acts of bravado by 
youthful protesters. 

"If the opportunity presents 
itself tbeyll take whatever they 
can as a trophy, to show how 
close they got to the army. They 
rake helmets, batons and on these 
occasions guns," be said. 

More than half the strip’s 
650,000 Arab residents were con- 
firmed to their homes Tuesday by 
curfews imposed during earlier 
unrest. 

Arab protesters have repeated- 
ly dashed with troops and para- 
military border police since a lull 
in the violence was shattered 
Saturday with the killing of three 
Arab protesters at a Gaza City 
mosque. 

Tbe killings prompted a three- 
day general strike in the occupied 
territory and a wave of protest in 
which two more residents of the 
Gaza Strip were shot dead. 


Tbe commander of the army 
unit involved in the mosque 
shootings was removed, from his 
post. 

Troops Tuesday shot and 
wounded the brother of one of 
those killed Saturday. Medical 
staff at Gaza City's Sbifa Hospital 
said the man, Riad AJ Sharif, was 
in serious condition with gunshot 
wounds to the head and stomach. 

Israel Radio said soldiers shot 
him when he attacked them with 
an axe. Tbe army was checking 
the reports. 

At least 409 Palestinians and 16 
Israelis have died in the 15- 
month-old Arab uprising against 
Israel’s occupation of toe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Witnesses reported unrest 
throughout the Strip with blazing 
tyres and rocks barricading roads 
in almost all populated areas. 

In the West Bank, troops shot 
and wounded an Arab protester 
in the village of Sa’id ana injured 
three residents of die Al-Amari 
Palestinian refugee caipp, the 
youngest 12 years old, Palestinian 
sources said. 

In neighbouring Ramallah, 
Jewish settlers marked the annual 
festival of Purim by shouting anti- 
Arab slogans as they paraded 
through the town. 

Border police in East Jeru- 
salem’s busy Salahuddin Street 


fired tear gas at Palestinian 
schoolgirls who stoned a passing 
Israeli bus and arrested 12 girls. 
Another 40 girls were released 
after questioning, tbe police said. 

In the Tel Aviv suburb of Petah 
Tlkvah a bomb exploded near a 
hospital and police experts de- 
fused a second device found at 
the same spot. No one was in- 
jured, police said. 

Israeli stabbed in Tel Aviv 

In Tel Aviv, a Palestinian from 
the occupied Gaza Strip stabbed 
an Israeli doctor to death in 
central Tel Aviv Tuesday and 
wounded two other men before 
police shot and captured him. 

Police at the scene said Abdul 
Rahman Zabut Ibn Mohammad, 
28. had a criminal record for 
burglaries in the Tel Aviv area 
but they believed the attacks had 
a Palestinian nationalist motive. 

“We presume it was politically 
motivated and premeditated be- 
cause he had two knives on him,” 
one detective said. “He earlier 
tried to gain entrance to a com- 
mercial office and a fiat but fortu- 
nately the occupants refused to 
open.” 

Police identified the dead man 
as Dr. Kurt Mosbe Sha." inger, 73, 
of Tel Aviv. 


A Lebanese fills a garbage bag with the debris of his shelled home in 
west Beirut after the latest artillery and rocket fire by rival factious 
in the 14-year-old civil war 


Bush 

t^meet 

Mideast 

leaders 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bosh will explore 
Middle East peace prospects in 
White House talks with the lead- 
ers of Egypt and Israel over the 
next six weeks, the White House 
said Tuesday. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak will meet Bush on April 
3 and Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir will meet him on 
April 6. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said Bush would 
seek the views of tbe leaders on 
tbe best way to advance tbe peace 
process and made dear Bush 
would not unveil a new American 
initiative at that time. 

“We are confident that the 
forthcoming visits will materially 
contribute to diplomatic progress 
toward peace in the Middle 
East," Fitzwater said. 

“The president is committed to 
moving the peace process foward 
and anticipates a useful exchange 
of views with key regional lead- 
ers... He's not presenting a new 
initiative.” 

Fitzwater noted that Bush held 
discussions with Mubarak and 
His Majesty King Hussein in 
Tokyo last month when the 
three were there for the funeral 
of Emperor Hirohito. Israeli 
President Chaim Herzog also had 
talks with Bush at that time. 

U.S. officials have been urging 
Israel, its Arab neighbours and 
the Palestine Libera tin Organisa- 
tion (PLO) to engage in a variety 
of small tension-easing steps in a 
bid to improve tbe climate for 
peace talks. 

Among the steps urged by 
Washington in privae talks would 
be the release of Palestinian poli- 
tical prisoners held by Israel, and 
a reduction in PLO attacks on 
Israeli military positions. 

Fitzwater said Bush was likely 
to urge similar gestures in his 
talks, but his major purpose was 
to hear the views of the Middle 
East leaders. 

“I would expect the president 
to discuss with these leaders tbe 
feelings in tbie-r countries about 
what progress can be made and 
what course should be taken. 
That (the discussions) un- 
doubtedly will include an interna- 
tional conference, tbe role of tbe 
Palestinians," Fitzwater said. 

He declined to say whether 
Bush would urge Shamir to re- 
consider his refusal to bold talks 
with the PLO. 

"At this point we simply want 
to meet with Prime Minister Sha- 
mir and talk about the situation 
and see what bis feelings are. We 
wouldn’t try to predict any con- 
clusions at this point... I simply 
don’t want to speculate,” Fitzwa- 
ter said. 


PLO sees greatly Improved 
atmosphere for talks with U.S. 


TUNIS (R) — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
preparing for a second round of 
talks with the United States 
Wednesday, says it sees a greatly 
improved atmosphere after 
Washington's latest moves in tbe 
Middle East. 

The PLO, confident that a dis- 
pute over terrorism is out of the 
way, will concentrate on persuad- 
ing Washington to put its weight 
behind plans to hold an interna- 
tional conference on Middle East 
peace, spokesman Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman said Tuesday. 

“There has been a significant 
change in the U.S. position and 
tbe atmosphere is much better... 
there are no controversial issues 
between us and the Americans,” 
he told Reuters. 

The PLO and Washington 
were in agreement on the idea of 
peace through Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories, 
while Israel stood alone in oppos- 
ing this, he said. 

On the shift in U.S. policy, be 
cited Secretary of State James 
Baker's recent statement that 
Israel might have to talk to the 
PLO and his refusal to accept 
Israel’s point of view on Palesti- 
nian raids from South Lebanon. 

“This is progress and we wel- 
come it," be added. 

Israel said tbe raids violated 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
pledge to renounce "terrorism" 
and asked Washington to break 
off dialogue with tbe PLO. Ara- 
fat’s pledge, made in Geneva last 
December, was one of the U.S. 
conditions for starting the talks. 

Abdul Rahman said the meet- 
ing Wednesday, which ends a 
three-month break in the dia- 
logue while the new Bush admi- 


nistration settled into office, 
should move on to discuss prac- 
tical steps towards a rapid settle- 
ment. 

“We will brief the Americans 
on our scenario — a preparatory 
committee (for tbe conference), 
the role of tbe U.N. Security 
Council, Israeli withdrawal and 
the role of U.N. forces dazing the 
interim period,” he said. 

Israel rejects the international 
conference idea and the United 
States, afraid it might have to 
defend Israel alone in such a 
forum, says it prefers direct nego- 
tiations. 

After the first PLO-U.S. meet- 
ing in Tunis in December, the 
preference for a conference or 
direct talks was the main differ- 
ence in public statements by the 
two delegation heads — U.S. 
Ambassador Robert Pelletrean 
and PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo. 

The PLO, apparently swept 
along by events, has since mod- 
ified its position, and Abdul Rah- 
man said the organisation wel- 
comed informal contacts with 
Israelis, including members of tbe 
government, ahead of the confer- 
ence. 

Some Palestinian leaders have 
gone further, saying these con- 
tacts could negotiate a settlement 
and the conference need only 
provide U.N. guarantees for an 
eventual treaty. 

The spokesman said the PLO 
would reject any U.S. request to 
tone down the intifada in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The 
PLO sees the 15-month-old upris- 
ing as its only weapon to keep up 
the pressure for a change in 
Israeli policy. 

“There can be no discussion of 


the intifada until Israel agrees to 
withdraw and accepts the Palesti- 
nian right to self-determination 
and statehood," he said. 

U.S. officials have said they 
would put such a request to the 
PLO, in parallel with a request to 
Israel to improve the atmosphere, 
in the occupied territories by 
reopening schools, releasing pris- 
oners and limited detentions 
without trial. 

Abdul Rahman said the PLO 
was treating tbe meeting as part 
of preparations for Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s visit to 
Washington next month, which 
the PLO hopes will turn into a 
showdown between the United 
States and Israel. 

“(President) Bush has said the 
Israelis should provide a peace 
plan, so the pressure's on Shamir. 
He has less and less room to 
manoeuvre, he’s on the defensive 
and isolated," he said. 

The PLO has trimmed back its 
team in the talks from four men 
to three, dropping Executive 
Committee member Abdallah 
Hourani. The other two are PLO 
representative in Tunis Hakam 
Baiawi and the director general 
of the PLO Political Department, 
Abdul Latif Abu Hijleh, usually 
known as Abu J a afar. 

Pelletreau, designated by the 
State Department as the sole 
channel for communications with 
the PLO, will be accompanied by 
embassy political officer Edmund 
Hull. 

The Tunisian hosts, for security 
reasons, have not yet said where 
the talks will take place. The first 
round was held in a government 
guesthouse in the northern sub- 
urb of Carthage. 


Officials confirm intelligence 
study says Israel must talk to PLO 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Officials Tuesday 
confirmed an Israeli intelligence 
report presented to Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir's government 
that concluded there were no 
Palestinians who could negotiate 
peace with Israel other than 
PLO. 

The assessment by army and 
other intelligence branches also 
said the 15-month-old Palestinian 
uprising could go on indefinitely 
unless such a political solution to 
the Palestinian problem is 
reached, said the officials who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

The officials said the assess- 
ment also saw a possibility of the 
rebellion becoming more violent, 
with the use of weapons by 
Palestinians who have relied so 
for on stones and firebombs. 

The comments by several gov- 
ernment sources follow accounts 
in Israeli newspapers, saying the 
new intelligence report judges the 
PLO has undergone a substantive 
change and wants “a realistic 
political settlement." 


Presented to both the cabinet 
and parliament’s Foreign Affairs 
and Defence Committee, the in- 
telligence report predicted the 
United States would maintain its 
dialogue with the PLO despite 
pressure from Israel to halt the 
talks, the officials told tbe Associ- 
ated Press. 

Shamir angrily denied Tuesday 
that an intelligence report to the 
cabinet said Israel had no choice 
but to talk to the PLO. 

“All was a lie. Al) included in 
this information was a lie,” Sha- 
mir said of near-identical reports 
in all leading Israeli newspapers. 

Publication of tbe report stir- 
red accusations from right wing 
supporters of Shamir that it bad 
bran leaked by the rival Labour 
Party faction of the government. 

Speaking before a conference 
of world Jewish leaders here 
Monday, Shamir repeated his re- 
fusal to talk to the PLO. But at 
tbe same time, a Labour Party 
leader, Yossi Beilin, called on the 
government to consider talking to 
the PLO and suggested Labour 


should quit the coalition unless 
talks took place. 

Tuesday, Shamir told the meet- 
ing of 1,100 Jews from 30 coun- 
tries that his government was 
trying to find other Arabs to join 
in peace talks. 

“We have not slackened our 
search for more partners for 
peace. Arab partners whose wil- 
lingness and yearning for peace 
with us is even remotely close to 
ours," he said. 

Some speakers at the confer- 
ence on Jewish solidarity with 
Israel, called to strengthen Sha- 
mir’s hand ahead of a visit to 
Washington next month, lashed 
out at media coverage of the 
15-month-old Palestinian revolt. 

There were few dissenting 
voices, although several Jewish 
intellectuals stayed away from the 
conference. 

Professor Irwin Cotier of 
McGill University, speaking for 
the Canadian delegation, said 
Israel ignored human rights at its 
peril. 
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Middle East N ev 


Sudan rebels shell Juba 

Equatorial capita! has food for two weeks 


SUDAN 


i“T? 


KAMPALA (Agencies) — Rebels in southern Sudan 
shelled the government-held town of Juba Saturday, 
killin g 10 people, relief agency sources said Tuesday. 


The artillery attack by the rebel 
Sudan Peoples Liberation Army 
(SPLA) is the second in four 
weeks. On Feb. 20, SPLA shells 
killed 16 civilians. 

The rebels, who are within a 
short walk from Juba, have also 
cut all its supply routes except for 
daily airlifts of food, from Ugan- 
da, Kenya and northern Sudan. 

Juba, the regional capital of 
southern Sudan, is one of the few 
towns in the region still held by 
the government. Its normal 
population of 100,000 has been 
swollen by an Influx of 174,000 
refugees from the fighting. 

The SPLA has captured seven 
towns since late February. They 
seized the Nile River town of 
Mongalla, just SO kilometres 
north of Juba last Friday. 

Relief sources said that for the 
past few days about 500 refugees 
a day have been crossing into the 
extreme north west of Uganda' 
from southern Sudan. 

They started arriving after 
SPLA troops shelled the small 
government garrison of Kajo- 
Kaji, about hallway between the 
border towns of Kaya and 
Nimule. The SPLA captured 


Nimule on March 3, the sources 
added. 

There are now more than 
30,000 Sudanese refugees in 
Uganda, more than 20,000 ar- 
rived in the past two weeks. 

The SPLA has been fighting 
since 1983 against what it sees as 
the domination of Sudan’s mainly 
Christian and animist south by 
the Muslim north. 

Juba has food sufficient for two 
weeks, the Sudanese Commis- 
sioner for Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion, Dr. Al Haj A1 Tayeb said 
Monday. 

“There is 800 tonnes stored 
relief material in Juba sufficient 
for two weeks," Tayeb said in a 
press statement. 

“In addition, there is some 


2,500 tonnes being currently 
flown from Nairobi (the Kenyan 
capital) to Juba," Tayeb said. 

“This quantity will suffice the 
town for another ten weeks," be 
said. 

Tayeb was apparently referring 
to local press reports that said the 
food situation in Juba is very 
critical and that thousands of 
people are facing starvation. 

“These reports are absolutely 


baseless,” he said. 

Iu Rome, the World Food 
Programme (WFP) issued an 
appeal to donors Monday for 
$21 .7 million to support emergen- 
cy food relief in Sudan. 

The appeal follows meetings in 
Khartoum earlier this mouth be- 
tween officials from the Sudanese 
government, the United Nations 
and relief agencies. 

The Rome-based agency said 
relief workers are trying to avoid 
a repetition of last year, when as 
many as a quarter of a million 
people died from starvation after 
being isolated in villages cut off in 
the country’s six-year civil war. 

Emergency funds are needed 
to ensure immediate delivery of 
food and equipment, particularly 
to inhabitants of Sudan's war- 
ravaged south, the agency said. 

The U.N. food relief agency 
said that about 160,000 tonnes of 
food and supplies must be deli- 
vered before May. 

Meanwhile a new Sudanese 
government being formed under 
pressure from disgruntled army 
generals will be sworn in Wednes- 
day, state television reported. 

It said Monday that Prime 
Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi will 
announce the new government, 
in which his Umma Party and the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) would be the main part- 
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‘Afghan troops clear 
Kabul-Jalalabad road 9 


ners, at a news conference and 
that the cabinet would be sworn 
in later Wednesday. 

The television was quoting a 

joint statement issued by Umma 
and the DUP, Sudan’s largest 
political parties, after more than 
six hours of talks between Mahdi 
and DUP leader Mohammad Os- 
man A1 MLrghaai. 

Army generals, exasperated by 
the civil war in south Sudan, told 
Mahdi on Feb. 20 he should form 
a new, broad-based, government. 

They complained about what 
they called bickering between 
political parties and lack of suffi- 
cient support for the poorly 
equipped army. 

They also told Mahdi he should 
either boost defence spending or 
seek a peaceful settlement to the 
war with the SPLA. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Afghan 
troops have deared the road fink- 
ing Kabul to Jalalabad, enabling 
convoys of food and ammunition 
to reach the besieged city. Radio 
Moscow said Tuesday. 

It quoted Afghan Foreign 
Minister Abdul Wakfl but did not 
say where or when he had made 
his announcement. The report 
said convoys had now reached 
troops who have been defending 
the city for more than two weeks 
against a large rebel force. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vadim Perfflyev tola 
reporters in Moscow Monday 
that the rebel onslaught on Jalala- 
bad had been considerably scaled 
down. 

He said Afgh an troops were 
holding their positions around the 
eastern city and air force and 
artillery attacks had killed 1.500 
insurgents in die previous three 
days. Soviet television last 
weekend estimated the size of the 
force at 20,000 and said a quarter 
of them were Pakistanis. 

Pakistan has denied previous 
Afghan charges that its troops are 
helping Western-backed rebels. 

The rebels want to set up in 
Jalalabad the provisional govern- 
ment they established last month 
at a meeting 1° Pakistan. 

The Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) reported Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibullah, in a television 
appearance Monday mark-frig the 
Afghan New Year, as saying re- 
bels were “now storming Jalala- 
bad, r aining down missiles, mines 
and shells on the city...” 

He renewed charges that Pakis- 
tan was arming the opposition 
and said the rebels had failed to 
heed all peace gestures from the 
Kabul authorities. 

TASS also said fighting was 
worsening near the southern dty 


of Kandahar, where rebels fired 
missiles at the dty last weekend, 
kflting three people. 

Meanwhile diplomatic sources 
in Islamabad said Tuesday the 
rebels are preparing their second 
offensive against the Kabul gov- 
ernment forces since last month’s 
Soviet withdrawal from Afgha- 
nistan. 

The first offensive by the re- 
bels, known as the Mujahedeen 
was at a stalemate at Jalalabad. 

Western diplomats, speaking in 
Islamabad on condition of anony- 
mity, said the Mujahedeen may 
soon attack the airport of the 
. southeastern provincial capital of 
Kandahar. 

A coalition of seven Afghan 
rebel groups is based in Isla- 
mabad. 

Diplomats said an attack on 
Kandahar, Afghanistan's anci ent 
capital and its second-largest dty, 
could take enough pressure off 
the rebels at Jalalabad to allow 
them to regain momentum. 

Rebel sources confirmed tha* 
an airport assault is part of their 
strategy, but they have declined 
to say when. One diplo mati c, 
source said it probably would 
occur in the “near future." 

Such a move could reduce the 
Kabul forces’ concentration of 
aerial firepower on rebels who 
■ now _ are fighting to seize the east- 
ern dty of Jalalabad, about 70 
kilometres from the Afghan- 
Paldstam border. 

The Mujahedeen have cap- 
tured Jalalabad's key garrison 
and have penetrated the city’s 
defences since they they began 
attacking on March 6 . 

However, government forces 
have halted their progress with 
massive air and artillery bom- 
bardments that reportedly have 
caused hundreds of casualties. 


Former U.S. aide says 
support for Israel waning 


HAIFA (R) — A former adviser 
to there U.S. presidents said 
Monday that American support 
for Israel was waning doe to the 
Palestinian uprising in occupied 
areas and could ultimately affect 
financial aid to the Jewish state. 

“Because of the intifada (upris- 
ing), there really is declining sup- 
port for Israel in the United 
States political support and, 
potentially in time, economic 
support," Gary Sick told a Haifa 
.University symposium on U.S. 
policies. 

Israel, the single largest reci- 


pient of U.S. foreign aid, receives 
$3 billion a vear from 


$3 billion a year from 
Washington. 

Sick, who was a National 
Security Council aide for Middle 
East affairs under Presidents 
Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter and 
Ronald Reagan, said he did not 
see a sharp shift in U.S. policy 
towards Israel under President 
Bush. 

“But I do see a very serious 
situation in Israel that can’t be 
ignored and if there is a shift, I 
think it is in terms of U.S. public 
opinion which I think is going to 
be heard from more and more as . 
times goes on." 


Results of an opinion poll re- 
cently conducted among Amer- 
ican Jews, usually staunch back- 
ers of Israel, showed deep misgiv- 
ings over Israel’s use of force to 
put down the 15-month-old Arab 
revolt in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Sick’s comments came at a time 
of increasing wariness among 
Israeli officials over U.S. inten- 
tions. Washington is steppin g up 
its dialogue with the . Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO)- 
and urging Israel to ease repres- 
sion against Palestinians. 

Israeli officials were dismayed 
when Secretary of State James 
Baker said last week Israel might 
ultimately have to talk to the 
PLO. _ 


Sick, who now teaches Middle 
East politics at Columbia Uni- 
versity in New York, said he 
believed Bush’s Middle East poli- 
cy formulation would be “very 
pragmatic, very slow." 

He said the strong specialisa- 
tion in East-West relations by 
most of the key new U.S. foreign 
policymakers meant they would 
pay close attention to Soviet 
moves in the area. 
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OPPOSITE UM UTHAINA GAS 
STATION, TEL: 814550 

Welcomes you every day from 9:00 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m. at one of the modem salons in 
Jordan under supervision of Bandali Boury 
together with qualified barbers specialised 
in cutting hair for men. 


Visit us once an 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


17:51 Maghreb 

IM9 ’fcsha 


PROGRAMME ONE 

Koran 

1*4* Programme review 

I5s 45 Children's programmes 

1 7: 1* Programme on {Hants 

Out of World 

News summary in Arabic 

Ik® Cairo News Message 

18:,s Arabic series 

IM# Local p r ogi ami ne 

Common mistakes 

I™ Progr am me review 

Bk*® .News in Ante 

Arabic series 

‘tiJ* Programme review 

21:4# Wrestling 

t* 3 * Varieties programme 

News summary in Arabic 

23:1# Programme (could,) 


CHURCHES 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17=30 French varieties 

*fc## News in French 

19:15 Aujourd’ hui en Jordanie 

1W# News in Hebrew 

2#d» News in Arabic 

2fc3# Life with Lacy 

21:10 Documentary 

22 £# News m Endue 

22£9 The Man Who lived u the RIa 


Stt. Mary or Nazareth Church 
Swwffch. TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Chord), Tel. 
632785. 

Sl Joseph Chorch Tel. 624590. 
Chard: of the Amandatfon Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salk Church Tel. 661757 
Tonsanta Owrdi Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annandathui Tel. 
623541. 

AngBom Church Td. 625383, Td. 
628543. 

Amaeniaa Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Chard Tel.' 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
811295. 

Rainbow CoagregatiM Tel. 822605. 
TV Church of Jean Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817, 821264 


southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds wiQ be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


AlSharaa 1 pharmacy (985238) 


Min /mav temp. 

Amman 10/24 

Aqaba 15/31 

Deserts g/26 

Jordan Valley. 14/28 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassam Al Faqih 
KhaHfefa pharmacy 


Jordan Electricity Authority .. 815615 

Electric Power 

Company — 6 36381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport...:.. 08-52000 


MARKET PRICES 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 20. Aqaba 28. Humidity readings: 
Amman 30 per cot, Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


PRAYEI TIMES 


Faji 


Bulletin supplied by the Dcparmjenr of 
Meteorology. 


Dhobi 

'Asr 


It win continue warm with another 
gradual rise m temperature and winds 
will be tight and variable becoming 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Sami Al Khouri 681373 

Dr. KbaledMa'adi 743500 

Dr. Mohammad AlAbbadi.... 778959 

Dr.’Baseem Al Qaddoumi 646024 

Ftra pharmacy 661912 

Fetdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637Q5S 

Nairoukh pharmacy .; 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacrmb pharmacy 644945 

Shmocani pharmacy 637660 

mum ! 

Dr. Rtflwan AJ Sa’d (— ) 


Civil Defence Department 661U1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Ova Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police .... 192, 621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 622090V93 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 656390/91 

PlibGc Security Department 

656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complainls 661176 

Wafer and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467. 

Amman Municipality \ ‘ 

Complaints :78tiHr . 

Telephone btiofmatiota ^ **fY 

(directory assistance) ...... r . 

Overseas Calls - „• .'37? 

Central Amman Ticdephooe 

Repairs 623201 \ 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television J. 773111 . 

Radio Jordan 774m 

Water Authority 680100 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 813813/32 
Khahdi Maternity. J. Amt) ••• 644281/6 
AJateh Maternity, J. Amo. ... 642441/2 
J*hal Am«mm Maternity ........ 642362 

Malhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmefean) 664J71/4 

Shmcisam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital . — 84584 5 

AkMnasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abodi 666127/37 

AJ-Ahh, Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen T77101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Asbrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marks - 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Arhal Hospital — 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaraa Con. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaxqa National Hospital ... (09)991071 

IbnSina Hospital (09)966732 

DUUD: 


Upper/knrer price in 5k per kg. 

Apple 500 / 400 

Banana 350/300 

Ranama ( Mnfcnnuimr ) 300/250 

Broad beans 140 / 100 

Cabbage 120/100 

Carrots . — 220/ 180 

Cauliflower 120/100 

Cucumbers 400 ll 320 

Eggplant 220 / 180 

Ctulic 300 / 250 

Lemon 420 / 360 

Lettuce (per one) 100/70 

Marrownarge) 220/180 

Marrow (small) 360 / 300 

Orange (Shammouti) 400 / 350 

Orange (local) 350 / 300 

Onion fdiy) .-. 250/200 

Onion (green).:.. 140/100 

Peas 360 / 300 


Pepper (hot). 600 / 500 

Pepper (sweet) . — ........... 250/200 

Potato - 400 / 350 

-Spinach - :■ 80/ 50 

Tomatoes 150 / 100 


FORTHE TRAVELLER 


Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn-Al Nafees Hospital — (02)247100 
AQABA.- 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


. QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH Zt* 1989 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN 



EC envoys return to Iran 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The European Community (EC) nation? 
agreed Monday to allow each of the 12 BSDfflfl fib lend theij- 
ambassadors' back to Iran, but let stand a bifl-M h^Wcwl visits 
to Iran, British Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe said. The 
EC nations recalled their envoys Feb. 20 to protest . Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's death threat, issued a week earifo, against 
Salman Rushdie, the British author of “the Satanic Verses .* 7 
Britain closed its Tehran mission altogether. Howe said Britain 
would not reopen its mission. “There is no change in oar own 
position.” The EC foreign ministers, at a regular monthfymeetmg 
here, agreed Monday to let each of the 12 community countries 
decide to send their envoys back to Tehran. * 


Leaders urge U.S. to end Mideast conflict 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Austrian President Kurt Waldheim and 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) President Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan 


Al Nahayan Monday urged U.S. President George Bush's new 
administration to achieve peace in the Middle East. The two 


leaders also reviewed international and regional developments 
during a private meeting, an official source said. “The two leadens 
urged the new U.S. administration to move seriously and honestly 
to shoulder its responsibility for working on achieving peace in the 
region,” said the source, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 


Group urges release of Belgian hostage 


BEIRUT (R) — A Norwegian aid group urged Lebanese leaders 
Monday to work for the freedom of Kidnapped Belgian doctor Jan 
Cools held hostage in Lebanon for 10 months- “We appeal to all 
the good forces in Lebanon to help us in our efforts to have Jan 
Cools released,” said a statement by the NORWAC group, issued 
in west Beirut Cools disappeared May last year near the 
Palestinian Rashidyeh refugee camp in the southern Lebanese 


port of Tyre. A previously unknown group called “The Soldiers of 
Truth" said it had seized Cools, who worked for NORWAC, and 


accused him of being “a spy working for the Israeli intelligence 
service Mossad.” 


Kahane backers set fire to home 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Jewish militants who 
claimed to support anti-Arab leader Rabbi Meir Kahane set fire 
before dawn Monday to the front door of an outgoing mayor’s 


home, Israel Radio reported. No one was injured in the attack, 
which was the third of its kind in the last five days. Dov Tavori, 


the outgoing mayor of the small town of Petah Tikva near Tel 
Aviv, said tus door was burned down before dawn Monday. He 
said he discovered the damage at about 2 a.m. when police came 
to alert him. The radio said police were tipped off after an 
anonymous telephone caller contacted the mass-circulation 
Yediot Ahronot newspaper and said: “We have set fire to Dov 

-Tavn»4V4inH!^anri^iil3V^ iHCTrify with Kahane.” . .. 


2 killed in Turkey mine 


ANKARA (R) — Two coal miners were killed and one was 
seriously injured in a cave-in at a mine near the black sea dty of 
Zonguldak, the Anatolian news agency said Tuesday. The 
collapse occurred 400 metres below ground. At least six other 
miners have been killed in cave-ins and gas explosions in Turkey 
in the last year. 


Tunisia honours Bourguiba rival 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisian President Zine Al Abidine Ibn Ali 
Monday awarded the countxy’s highest decoration to his prede- 
cessor’s most prominent opponent. Saiah Ibn Youssef, who fled 
Tunisia in 1956 because of policy differences with former 
President Habib Bomguiba, was shot dead in Frankfort in 196 1, 
apparently by people acting on instructions from Tunis. He 
received the order of the independence posthumously at a 
ceremony marking the 33rd anniversary of Tunisian independ- 
ence. Ibn Youssef, originally one of Bourguiba's chief lieutenants 
in the Nco-Destour Party in the 1940s and 1950s, was sentenced to 
death in absentia in 1958 for bringing arms into Tunisia from 
Libya and plotting to overthrow Bourguiba’s government. 


Khomeini admits carnai desires 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian spiritual leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini acknowledged Monday that he sometimes failed in the 
fight against carnal desire. In a speech marking the start of the 
banian new year Tuesday, the 87-year-old ayatollah said: “I hope 
the Iranian nation and other Muriims in the world will transform 
themselves so they can work for the sake of God and not for thisr 
own victory- or their carnal desires. “In his lifetime, map is 
afflicted with carnal desires. He needs self-discipline. And I, as 
the speaker of these words, have not succeeded in this task," the 
Iranian News Agency ERNA quoted him as saying. 


Turkish embassy in Beirut shelled 


ANKARA (R) — The Turkish embassy building in Beirut was hit 
by a shell Monday which caused some damage but no casualties, 
the Foreign Ministry said Tuesday. “Parts of the embassy’s 
garden wall and an adjacent gardener's cottage were damaged by 
a shell but so far we have had no reports of any casualties,” a 
ministry spokesman said. 


Israel to stop submarine order 


TEL AVIV (R) — - Army chief of staff Dan Shomron wants to 
cancel an Israeli navy order for two West German submarines 
that were to be among the state's main combat vessels for the 
1990s, Israel Radio said Tuesday. There was no immediate 
comment from the armed forces but defence sources said the 
proposed cut was apparently for budget reasons. Outgoing navy 
commander Rear Admiral Avraham Ben Shoshan said last month 
that the combination of new submarines and missile boats was the 
absolute minim urn the navy needed. 


Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at (be Queen AHa International 
Airport TeL (Q8)S320&-5, where it 
sboidd abnyi be verified. 
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HRH Princess Bwnw 


Save t(ne 

Children 

holds/ 

annual 

bazaar 

AMMAN (JiT.) — The Jorda- 
nian Save the Children Fond held 
jts annual charity bazaar at the 
Nuzha Community Centre Tues- 
day under the patxooage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basina, 
chairperson of the fund's execu- 
tive committee. 

On display for three days are 
different - types of food, child 
clothings, knitwear, artificial 
flowers and traditional costumes. 
The proceeds of the bazaar which 
was opened by Princess Basma 
will benefit the fund's activities in 
caring for women and children 
and developing local communi- 
ties, 'especially in southern 
Jordan. 

The fund was established in 
1974'as a Jordanian social welfare 
Organisation based in Amman 
with services extending through- 
out the Kingdom. It was created 
after British Save the Children 
Fund had terminated its services 
in Jordan in order to continue the 
invaluable work that had already 
been achieved in rural and noma- 
dic regions of Jordan. 

The Nuzha Centre was built by 
the fund with financial support 
from the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce and the Queen Alia 
Jordan Social Welfare Fund. 


Jordan celebrates Mothers’ Day, 
pays tribute to Queen Zein 


AMMAN (j.T.) — Mothers' Day 
was celebrated in Jordan and 
other Arab countries Tuesday. A 


statement issued by the Jordan 
News Agency (Petra) said that 
on the anniversary Jordanians 



A file photo of Her Majesty Queen Zein, the Queen Mother during 
celebrations of 1988 Mother’s Day at Umm AJ Hussein Orphanage 


pay tribute to the Queen Mother 
Queen Zein AJ Sbaraf, mother of 
His Majesty Ring Hussein and 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Mohammad, Crown Prince Has- 
san and Princess Basma. Her 
Majesty’s endeavours and sacri 
flees as a mother and first lady of 
Jordan is also remembered. 

On thp occasion a charity 
bazaar was held at the Phi- 
ladelphia' International Hotel in 
Amman by ladies of A1 Nasr 
district in cooperation with a 
number of charitable societies in 
the Kingdom. On display were 
samples of handicrafts, 
embroideries, artificial flowers, 
knitwear and other items. Minis- 
try of Information’s Secretary 
General Trad AJ Fayez opened 
the bazaar on behalf of Minister 
of Information Hani Khasawneh 


More aid to combat locusts; 

West Germany provides 
equipment, insecticides 

worth DM 1 .5 million 


AMMAN (J.T.) — West Ger- 
many is to provide Jordan with 
equipment, insecticides and radio 
equipment worth DM 1.5 milli on 
to assist the Kingdom in locust- 
combat operations, according to 
an agreement signed in Amman 
Tuesaay. 

The agreement, which falls 
within Bonn's technical coopera- 
tion programme, was signed by 
West German Ambassador Her- 
wig Bartels and Minister of Agri- 
culture Yousef Hamdan A1 
Jaber. 

The announcement came only 
one day after the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) announced 
the arrival of two “air tractors 
planes'* at the request of the 
ministry to assist in the ministry's 
efforts in fighting the pest. 

The two gifts came at a time 


when Jordan is bracing for a 
fight against the desert locusts 
expected to invade the King- 
dom's eastern and south-eastern 
regions this spuing. Waves of de- 
sert locusts, which invaded the 
southeastern part of the country 
in the past few months were 
beaten off by Ministry of Agricul- 
ture teams backed by air support 
from the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force and the badia police. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
earlier this month produced ex- 
haust sprayers that wifi be essen- 
tial in the campaign against the 
locust invasion, expected this 
spring. 

Mounted on vehicles, the 
sprayers are easily activated when 
connected to the vehicle exhaust 
pipe. The exhaust forces a verti- 
cle spray of pesticide into the air 
as the vehicle crosses an infested 
field. 


According to experts, Jordan's 
supply of exhaust sprayers will be 
a major asset in the control of 
locusts. 

In December 1988, the Minis- 
try of Agriculture issued an 
appeal to friendly nations to pro- 
vide assistance to tire Kingdom to 
help in the anti-locust campaign, 
and has been issuing statements 
with guidance and instruction ab- 
out means of dealing with the 
locusts, precautions' to be taken 
while handling equipment and 
pesticides used in fighting the 
insects. 

The minister of agriculture said 
then that more than $2 million 
were needed to cover the cost of 
equipment and pesticides, and 
that his ministry was providing 
only $842,000 and hoped to get 
the rest from other countries and 
organisations. 
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Parliamentary affairs 


AMMAN (Petra) European 
Community delegate to Jordan 
Christian . Falkowski had a meet- 
ing Tuesday with Speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Lawzi to discuss an inter- 
national parliamentary meeting 
in Brussels in the coming month. 

The Brussels meeting is ex- 
pected to" tackle the subject of 
cooperation between countries in 
the Mediterranean region and to 
draw up a general policy for such 
cooperation. The meeting with 
Lawzi was attended by Dr. Khalil 
Al Salem, a House member who 
will take part in the coming 
meeting. 

Meanwhile a Jordanian par- 
liamentary delegation led by Up- 
per House member Bafajat 


Talhouni has returned to Amman 
after taking part in an Interna- 
tional Parti amentary Union 
(IPU) meeting held in Budapest. 

Talhoimi who met with Hunga- 
rian government leaders to dis- 
cuss the Middle East and other 
world issues of common concern 
delivered Jordan's address to the 
conference. 

The participants in the 
Budapest meeting, Talhouni said 
in a statement upon returning 
here, have voiced their full back- 
ing for the projected internation- 
al Middle East peace conference. 
Talhouni was accompanied by 
House member Hazem Nuscibeh 
who also addressed the confer- 
ence. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. \ Readers are advised to verify the listed 
. time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

te An art exhibition by Egyptian artist ’Adli Rizqullah at A1 
Wasiti Gallery. 

tir An art exhibition by seven Jordanian artists at tire Art Gallery 
. . of Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation — 9 a_m. - J p.m., 3-6 
p.m. 

- * An art exhibition by Ahmad Ismaiei displaying paintings on 
Maqamat A1 Hariri and Jordanian landscape at the GaJBery, 
Hotel Jordan Intercontinental — 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

■ft An exhibition of posters on the French Revolution at the French 
Cnitnral Centre. 

* An exhibition, of paintings by Mohammad AJ Jaloos at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

•fr An art exhibition by Moroccan artist AI Hasbemi Izza at die 
i Gaflery, JahaJ Lnwelbdeh. 

* A graphic art exhibition displaying works by German artists 
Liebermann, Slevogt and Corintirat the Yarmook University. 

☆ The Amman computer exhibition at the King Abdullah 
Complex - 10:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

£ An art exhibition displaying paintings by children at the 
Housing Bank Complex. 

☆ Ah art exhibition by Ynsra Abu Ghazafehat Philadelphia Hall, 

. HoHdaytnn — 5:00 p.m. 

* A photography exhibition displaying photos depicting Jordan’s 
historical and touristic sites at the University of Jordan. 

A-- An exhibition of Jordanian national heritage displaying Jorda- 
nian-made carpets and dresses of Jordanian rural women at the 
University of Jordan. 

At the National Gallery of Fine Arts, discussion with Moroccan 
" painter Al Hashfmi Izza with Jordanian plastic artists. Open for 
the public. - 

BAZAAR 

& A. charity bazaar at the Nuzha Social Development Centre. 

;■ f - HIM . 

* A French film entitled “Chouans" at the French Cultural 
Centre — S?00 p.m. 

DIALOGUE 

/fr.'iA live Woridnet dialogue on { ‘Fhonmg for World Climatic 
/ ■Change” to winch Drs. Arafat Taminri mid Dnrald Mahasndb 
- from Jordan w ill exc hange views via satellite with Washington 
* ponetisfs Drs. Wfifiam Moomaw and Irving Minister at the 
A me rican Centre — 3K10 p jn. 





Minister of Social Development Fawwaz Touqan Tuesday presents the 
AI Kawkab Medal to Angelo Jayakoddy (Petra photo) 

Joyahoddy honoured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has conferred the 
Jordanian AI Kawkab Medal of 
the third order on Angelo 
Jayakoddy director of the Swed- 
ish Organisation for Individual 
Relief (SOIR) upon the termina- 
tion of his duty in Jordan. 

The medal was awarded in 
cognition of Jayakoddy’s 
forts in promoting services for 
e care of the handicapped in 
irdan, according to an official 
itement Tuesday. 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ent Fawwaz Touqan presented 
yakoddy with the medal at a 
**-iai ceremony during which he 
lid tribute to outgoing director 


and the existing cooperation be- 
tween SOIR and the Ministry of 
Social Development in rehabilita- 
tion services. SOIR has been 
operating in Jordan for over 22 
years providing opportunities for 
education, training and care of 
mentally retarded children and 
youth. 

SOIR is a Swedish humanita- 
rian relief organisation founded 
in 1938 with its headquarters in 
Lund, southern Sweden, and 
strives to assist the poor and 
rehabilitate the handicapped. Its 
branch in Jordan employs more 
than 100 Jordanians working side 
-by-side with five Swedish volun- 
tary specialists in rehabilitation 
fields. 


national news in brief 


YEMENI DELEGATION: A North Yemeni delegation headed by 
Electricity and Water Minister Mohammad Jamal will arrive in 
Amman Wednesday on a several-day official visit to Jordan for talks 
with ministers of energy and mineral resources and irrigation on 
scopes of cooperation in the fields of water, irrigation and energy. 
(Petra) 

CLIMATE CHANGES: Two Jordanian officials will take part 
Wednesday in a live Woridnet dialogue on planning for world climate 
changes. Dr. Arafat Tamimi, Vice-President of the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) for Industrial Affairs and Duraid Mahasneh, secret- 
ary-general of the Aqaba Region Authority will exchange views via 
satellite with William Moomaw and Irving, minis ter of the World 
Resources Institute. (J.T.) 

GOVERNORS LEAVE: Governors of the two Egyptian governo- 
rs tes of Cairo and Alexandria Tuesday left Amm an at the conclusion 
of the fifth conference for Islamic Capitals and Cities Organisation 
which ended in Amman Monday. (Petra) 

AUDIT DISCUSSIONS: Two meetings were held Tuesday at the 
Prime Ministry during which ministers of state for prime ministry 
affairs, tourism, Audit Bureau President Hashem Dabbas, and 
officials from the Social Security Corporation discussed the violations 
contained in the Audit Bureau’s report on the tourism ministry. 
Social Security Corporation and the Tourism Investment Depart- 
ment. (Petra) 

DENTAL CONFERENCE: The eighth Jordanian dental confer- 
ence starts at the University of Jordan s engineering faculty Wednes- 
day, with 71 researchers, 400 dentists and representatives from 18 
Arab and Jordanian universities attending. (Petra) 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday attends the opening session of the cancer conference at the University of Jordan, NHI Director 
Lt General Daond Hanania addresses the gathering (Petra photo) 

Queen Noor opens cancer conference, urges 


research on disease’s psychological effects 

conference calls for awareness 


campaign, early Cancer diagnosis 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to (he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday 
called on the participants of the first cancer confer- 
ence in Jordan to stress the importance of conduct- 
ing research on the psychological effects of cancer on 
patients and their families. 


After the opening ceremony, 
the Qneen inquired the partici- 
pants and organisers of the four- 
day conference about Jordan's 
facilities for the treatment of chil- 
dren suffering from cancer, espe- 
cially leukemia (cancer of the 
blood), and discussed the treat- 
ment of cancers which only 
attack women. 

Speaking at the opening cere- 
mony of the conference at the 
University of Jordan, acting 
Minister of Health Hisham AI 
Khatib said that it was necessary 
to create awareness for the need 
of early detection and treatment 
of cancer, and to ensure the 
availability of relevant medical 
equipment in the Kingdom. 

Khatib said that there were 
not enough awareness campaigns 
which help citizens develop prop- 
er lifestyle that would help them 
avoid acquiring cancer. 

“The main cause for cancer 
cases is the lifestyle. The lifestyle 
which allows for smoking, eating 
the wrong food, coming into un- 
necessary contact with the sun as 
well as with carcinogenic mate- 
rials, and tampering with the en- 
vironment are all forces which 
cause cancer. All of these are of 
our own making; therefore, we 
are able to avoid and solve them 
if the human will exists," Khatib 
told a large group of participants 
and guests. 

The acting minister expressed 
hope that the conference — 
which groups specialists from Jor- 
dan, Arab countries, Europe and 
the United States — would trans- 
mit to Jordanians ideas which 
would help them to steer clear of 
forces that cause cancer. “If we 
succeed in this, we would have 
destroyed one of the causes of 

Hindawi 

reviews 

Jordan’s 

education 

development 

KARAK (Petra) — Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Education 
Thouqan Hindawi Tuesday said 
that the government directs spe- 
cial attention to educational de- 
velopment, with a view to upgrading 

educational performance levels 

and providing qualified cadres, in 
the minis try’s bid to improve the 
educational process. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
educational personnel, held at 
Mn’ta secondary girls school 
Tuesday, Hindawi reviewed the 
stages of the educational develop- 
ment process. 

He said that focus was on the 
quantitative education in the fif- 
ties but it was shifted to technical 
and philosophical aspects of 
education in the sixties. He added 
that the seventies witnessed the 
introduction of educational spe- 
cialisations while the eighties saw 
a change towards qualitative 
rather than quantitative educa- 
tion. Hindawi, who was on a tour 
to the South Mazar district 
schools, opened A) Hnsseinieh prepa- 
ratory girls school which was bnBt 
at a cost of JD 346,000 and Mu'ta 
secondary girls school, which cost 
JD 400,000. 


cancer in our society," he 
asserted. 

Awareness 

Also speaking at the opening 
session. National Medical Insti- 
tute Director Lt.-Gen. Daoud 
Hanania said that the treatment 
of cancer needs a complete team 
of donors and technicians, and 
an awareness among patients of 
the forms of cancer and the possi- 
bilities of treatment. 

“This needs to be supported by 
governments, and society at 
large, by extending medical 
equipment for the treatment of 
cancer,” Hanania stated. 

Hanania explained that Jordan 
first began treatment of cancer 
diseases in 1961 with the assist- 
ance of the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO). The govern- 
ment-owned Al Bashir Hospital 
established the radiotherapy de- 
partment when the cobalt 
machine was acquired, and doc- 
tors were nominated from the 
Ministry of Health and the Royal 
Medical Services to study 
radiotherapy treatment and spe- 
cialisation in cancer diseases 
abroad, he explained. 

Hanania went on to say that 
later a team from the American 
cancer society visited Jordan to 
offer their assistance and advice 
on the establishment of a cancer 
treatment centre, which opened 
at Al Bashir Hospital in January 
1987. 

Cancer centre 

Hanania added that the 


IRBID (Petra) — A seminar on 
zakat (alms for the poor) was 
held at Yarmouk University 
Tuesday under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Aziz Al Khayyat 
deputised for Prince Hassan at 
the seminar and delivered an 
address explaining the aims of the 
zakat which is considered as one 
of the Islam's main religious' 
duties. 

He said that zakat is designed 
to provide help to the poor and 
the needy, and help enhance eco- 
nomic stability in a Muslim 
society. 


National Medical Institute has 
approved a plan to build a new 
centre for treating these diseases, 
“and looks to reaching a high 
level of treatment which would 
save our citizens and our govern- 
ment the expense and the trouble 
of treatment abroad." 

President of the University of 
Jordan Dr. Abdul Salam Al Ma- 
jali said at the conference, spon- 
sored and organised by the Jor- 
dan Cancer Society (JCS), that a 
disease of this kind and of this 
strength “calls upon all of us to 
direct our research and our 
efforts to combat and eradicate 
this disease.” 

“This is goal that will not be 
achieved without concerted 
efforts on the part of all scientists 
and doctors with support from 
governments and concerned au- 
thorities, and through the ex- 
change of knowledge among all 
of us,” Majali said. . 

Addressing the conference Ma- 
jali suggested: “Let your efforts 
be directed at the psychological 
impacts of this disease on patients 
and their families." 

One out of four 

According to the head of the 
JCS and the dean of the faculty of 
pharmacy at the University of 
Jordan, Dr. Walid Al Turk, one 
out of four persons in Jordan 
faces the danger of getting cancer 
during his or her lifetime, adding 
that world statistics show that 
there is a 66 per cent chance for 
curing cancer patients if treated 
at an early stage. 

“There "is also a 33 per cent 
chance of curing cancer when 
treated at an advanced stage. 
From this view point, the JCS has 
made plans for early cancer de- 
tection by establishing four cen- 
tres and a mobile early detection 
unit in order to serve citizens all 
over the Kingdom," Turk said, 
adding that toe first centre in 
Amman and the mobile unit are 


According to Khayyat, Mus- 
lims can offer money, in-kind 
help, property, land produce and 
other materials as their contribu- 
tion to the improvement of the 
Islamic society through zakat. 

Dr. Arselan Bany Yassin chair- 
man of the board of the Islamic 
.cultural centre in Irbid which 
organised toe seminar delivered a 
speech pointing out the aims of 
the seminar and the topics it was 
to tackle. 

He also outlined the centre's 
activities and programmes. 

Dr. Abdul Mun'era Moha- 
mamd Hassanein from Ain 
Shams University in Cairo, Egypt 


scheduled to operate before the 
end of this year. 

Turk noted that 50 per cent of 
all cancers are preventable, and 
30 per cent of cancer in urban 
areas is caused from smoking. 

“The most important method 
for reducing the number of can- 
cer patients is by having a smoke- 
free society. Hence, the JCS. 
with the cooperation and assist- 
ance from the Jordanian Anti- 
Smoking Society, has launched 
awareness campaigns c . smoking 
and its relation to cancer," Turk' 
said. 

He added that the JCS, whose 
honorary chairperson is His 
Majesty King Hussein, is aware 
that cancer is a dangerous prob- 
lem. “and thousands of Jorda- 
nians fall victim to this disease, be 
they fathers, mothers, children or 
dear ones.” 

Working papers 

The working papers in the con- 
ference cover various subjects on 
cancer: 

— Cancer management in toe 
Arab-Islarnic medicine. 

— Several papers on leukemia 
(cancer of the blood) in children 
and adults and psychological im- 
pact on patients and families. 

— Ovarian cancer. 

— Cancer of the digestive 

system. 

— Cancer of the lymph nodes 
(lymphomas). 

— Lung cancer and its different 
treatments. 

— Head, neck and thyroid 
cancer. 

— Breast cancer. 

— Different cancer treatments 
and surgeries. 

In addition to the lectures 
given on cancer, the conference 
also includes an exhibition of 
medicines and medical equip- 
ment relating to cancer, in which 
Jordanian pharmaceutical com- 
panies and foreign medical com- 
panies are being represented. 


addressed the meeting underlin- 
ing the importance of zakat as 
one of the main duties of a 
Muslim which also include 
praying, fasting Ramadan and 
performing the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

The participants in the two-day 
seminar are nearly 40 scholars 
from Jordanian and Arab univer- 
sities who will review working 
papers dealing with the effects of 
zakat on socio-economic life in 
the Islamic World. 

The governor of Irbid and local 
government department officials 
and prominent Islamic figures 
attended the opening session. 



Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Aziz Khayyat Tuesday addresses a zakat seminar in 
Irbid (Petra photo) 


Irbid hosts seminar on zakat 
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Pure common sense 

ONE cannot agree more with the appeal made by the 
secretary-general of the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Monday at the end of the seminar held at the Amman 
Chamber of Industry to discuss ways and means to increase 
Jordanian exports, to the effect that the private sector in 
Jordan must endeavour more diligently than ever to reduce 
production costs of manufactured goods and improve their 
quality. This is pure common sense, the observance of which 
could very well make or break Jordan's determined efforts 
to augment its exports regionally and internationally. As 
economists would see this assessment, cutting production, 
costs would necessarily entail increasing productivity. In 
this context there is an inevitable interplay between mecha- 
nical and intellectual technologies. Most, if not all, develop- 
ing countries have failed thus far to compliment the 
introduction of the state-of-art mechanical technologies with 
the incorporation of intellectual technology in the minds and 
personalities of the workers and technicians who operate 
such modern mechanical tools. There is a cultural dimen- 
sion to all this equation that needs to be addressed if we in 
Jordan hope and expect to increase our productivity to such 
an extent as to make our industries competitive, regionally 
and internationally. It goes without saying that improving 
the quality of our exports is organically linked with the 
productivity issue. 

It is relevant to mention at this juncture that there are two 
schools of thought on how to enhance productivity and 
improve quality. Many developing countries had flirted with 
the experiment of opening their borders to imports, to force 
domestic industries to become competitive by reducing their 
production costs as well as improving the quality of their 
products. It was found that that was the only effective and 
workable way to improve local production of manufactured 
goods. Turkey is a good example of this school of thought 
which, after many years of experimenting with closing its 
borders in the face of imports, found out at the end that it 
was only by forcing local production to face Up to foreqpi 
competition that they unproved their productivity and 
become more competitive. To be sure what succeeds in 
Turkey, or any other country for that matter, may not 
succeed in Jordan where the outflow of hard currencies has 
had a crippling effect on the whole Jordanian economy. The 
question that remains for Jordanian private sector to 
answer is this: How will they exploit the protection afforded 
them by the new economic and fiscal policies in Jordan to 
reduce their production costs and improve the quality of 
their products? Surely they must be given a grace period 
during which they can be expected to respond affirmatively. 

If they fail, one would think of experimenting with other 
economic policies to force them to become more compete- 
tive. In other words, this second school of thought, which we 
in Jordan have reluctantly subscribed to, must remain 
under dose scrutiny at all times. We certainly do not want to 
repeat the harsh experiments of many Socialist countries. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

IN its editorial Tuesday A1 Ra'i daily referred to the Karameh 
battle which took place on March 21, 1968 describing it as a 
bright spot in the life of the sad and grieved Arab Nation which 
suffered a setback in the 1967 war. The paper said that the 
outaime of the battle frustrated the Israeli leaders' dreams and 
their false hopes and reestablished confidence in the hearts of the 
Arab masses. The outcome of the battle, the paper noted, 
shattered the myrh of the so-called invincible Israeli army and 
awakened the Arab Nation. What happened in I96fif near 
Karameh in the Jordan Valley region, was not a mere military 
battle but a development that brought shame and defeat to the 
enemy and constituted an important turning point in the course of 
events in the Middle East. The defeat thwarted Israel's hopes of 
occupying further Arab lands and dominating the destiny of the 
Arab World, the paper added. It said had the Israelis succeeded 
in their aggression, the whole region that constituted the eastern 
front would have fallen prey to Zionist ambitions. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily tackles the situation in the occupied 
Arab territories in the wake of the latest escalation of violence. 
. Mahmoud Rimawi says that Israeli military experts have now 
reported to the government that the uprising in the Palestinian 
lands was expected to last for several years and there was no way 
of halting it. At the same time. Shimon Peres the leader of the 
opposition and partner in the present coalition, has issued fresh 
threats to the government indicating that his party would pull out 
from the government unless the Ukud took steps towards 
responding to the requirements of peace. The writer says that 
these are new elements of pressure being exerted on Yitzhak 
Shamir who has been adamant in his position and continues his 
rejection of peace ideas. Shamir is determined to close his ears to 
ail calls and threats, and is determined to reject all peace bids, a 
position which sooner or later would pave the way for the 
downfall of bis regime, the writer adds. He says that the wind of 
peace is now gradually and slowly affecting Tel Aviv and the 
Zionists have no alternative but to succumb to the peace calls anrf 
reason and capitulate before the increasing pressure and the force 
of the Palestinian revolt. 

Al Dustonr daily newspaper referred to the divisions within the 
present Israeli coalition government resulting from Shamir’s 
rejection of peace and the idea of an international conference to 
achieve it. The paper said the current divisions represent the most 
significant outcome of the Palestinian uprising which caused splits 
between the Likud and Labour in the present government in 
Israel. The paper said while Shamir continues his drive to 
mobilise Zionist support for his mad policies, several moderate 
elements in Israel and the Labour Party as well as intelligence 
reports presented to the government work in the opposite 
direction. Shamir is under increasing pressure from within and 
from outside Israel to end the occupation and open a dialogue 
with the PLO which represents the Palestinian people so that 
peace can be achieved in the region. It said that Shamir has 
responded with mad and frenzied actions; and is taking a more 
intransigent stand which will be put to the real test during his 
coming visit to the United States and his talks with the Bush 
Pdmmistrafin" 


Weekly Political Pulse By Waked Sadi 

Concessions from both sides 


I SUSPECT that when U.S. Secretary of State James Baker 
hinted that Israel may have to negotiate with the PLO, he was 
fishing for something in return from the Palestinian organisation. 
Maybe it is the U.S. way of asking tit for tat. What precisely 
Washington seeks from the PLO is something that will soon be 
revealed in Tunis where the American-PLO talks are scheduled to 
restart. 

In itself the introduction of the PLO as an interlocutor in the 
peace process is a marked departure from American orthodoxy 
on the Palestinian role in the Middle Eastern diplomacy. Some 
observers have ventured to postulate that the new emerging 
American perspective towards the Arab-Israeli conflict reflects 
the personal character and value judgement of the new American 
President George Bush and his Secretary of State James Baker. It 
will be noted that both men are real Texacs whose personalities 
and sense of Americanism were molded in the Lone Star State of 
Texas. To know Texas is to know Messers Bush and Baker. That 
is how some knowledgeable Americans would sum the reasons 
behind the recent metamorphosis in the White House thinking 
about the Arabs and the Israelis. But such anthropological 
explanations would not illustrate in full the dynamics that 
culminated in a rather sudden turn about position in Washington 
regarding the Palestinian conflict. 

To begin with one cannot but discern the remarkable change in 
American public opinion vis-a-vis the Arab-Israeli conflict in the 
wake of the long durated Palestinian uprising. Over the past 15 
months there has been a fundamental shift in American opinion 
both private and official from outright and rigid support to Israel 


to a stronger appreciation of the Arab point of view and a 
remarkable sympathy towards the Palestinians faring Israeli 
occupation. But what really gave the green light to Washington to 
think of the unthinkable and accept the PLO as a central party in 
the negotiations for the settlement of the Palestinians case is the 
emergence of strong Jewish support to the idea of engaging the 
PLO in any negotiations leading to the equitable resolution of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. With the Jewish communities in toe 
West playing ever more pivotal role in shaping the American 
policy in the Middle East, the next aspired step would be to have 
them play a similar role in formulating Israeli policies towards toe 
Arab World in general and the Palestinians in particular. 

Whether Israel would ever be persuaded by Washington to nod 
in agreement to the call for negotiating directly with the PLO is 
something else. As the Palestinian intifada goes on, however, toe 
domestic pressure building up within Israel to talk to toe PLO is 
bound to increase. The voices of prominent Israeli leaders 
agreeing to talks with the PLO are dearly on toe increase. What 
started with the lone voice of Abba Eban has proliferated to 
include Israeli political personalities like Ezer Weizman, Matti 
Peled, Mordechai Gur and scores of others who are now 
committed to the PLO option. All such developments, whether 
from Washington or from wi thin the Israeli body poiitik. may still 
fumble over if the right steps are not taken in this direction. There 
are many hurdles still to be overcome if this new process is to 
come to fruition. Uppermost is the question of whether there will 
be a clear end for American and Israeli demands for more 
concessions from toe Palestinian side. There is already evidence 


that toe Palestinian ranks are breaking up in the seams under the 
pressure for continued concessions by toe Americans and toe 
Israelis. And that toe Israeli appetite for concessions have 
increased, there is no telling what would be satiable to them; Yet, 
maintaining the momentum in favour of dialoguing with the PLO 
may entail perpetual spelling out of additional concessions,’ and 
what is worse, toe exposure of all the Palestinian cards well before 
toe formal process of negotiation gets started within the 
framework or an international conference. The salvation for the 
Palestinian ride in this context may lie in extracting equivalent 
concessions from the Israeli side along the way of informal 
negotiations that are currently going on. From a practical point of 
view tins informal negotiation process between the Israelis and 
toe Palestinians have actually started a long time.ago. The edging 
of the Israeli side closer to accepting the PLO as a central party in 
negotiating the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in return for all the 
substantive concessions yielded by the PLO has already become 
part and parcel of the negotiating process undergoing a long time 
ago. With Washington engaged in formal contacts with the PLO 
and slowly hot surely accepting toe PLO as a parni in toe peace 
process, toe U.S. is clearly in the midst of this- sometimes quiet 
and sometimes noisy but informal negotiating process. This whole 
process may however, fumble on such thorny issues as, the right of 
return that the Palestinian side upholds till now. As the informal 
negotiations between the Israeli and the Palestinians continue 
such formidable issues would surface at one time or another. How 
they are dealt with could very well determine the outcome of 
many years of informal negotiations that are going an in the 
Middle East. 


U.S.-PLO talks enter new stage 



By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States enters a new stage of talks 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation this week after 
offering concessions to the Arab 
point of view on Middle East 
peace. 

First, Secretary of State James 
Baker has embarked upon a 
strategy that some analysts per- 
ceive as giving toe PLO and Israel 
more or less parallel status. 

Second, Baker has admitted 
Israel may someday have to 
negotiate peace with its nemesis 
the PLO, a statement that five 
months ago would have been 
unthinkable from an American 
official. 

“He certainly threw a stone in 
the water.” said Middle East ex- 
pert Robert Hunter of Baker’s 
comment on potential PLO-Israel 
talks and its unpredictable rip- 
effect. 

I was the PLO, I’d read that 
very positively." he told 'Reuters. 

The meeting on Wednesday in 
Tunis is the. second “substan- 
tive” one since the United States 
and the PLO resumed their dia- 
logue last December after a 13- 
year break- 

Washington had barred con- 
tacts until PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat met U.S. conditions to 
renounce terrorism and recognise 
Israel’s right to exist. 

There have been other U.S.- 
PLO talks since toe first meeting 
but all focused on American com- 
plaints about PLO raids against 


Israel, not on toe larger regional 
peace questions. 

That dialogue begins on 
Wednesday when Washington is 
expected to ask toe PLO to take 
steps — like halting demonstra- 
tions in toe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip — to help improve toe 
regional climate so Israeli-Palesti- 
nian negotiations can eventually 
occur. 

“It’s important for those talks 
to be useful to both sides,” a 
senior State Department official 
told Reuters. 

Particularly after the visit to 
Washington last week by Israeli 
Foreign Minister Moshe Arens, 
“it’s important for the PLO to 
know exactly what toe U.S. posi- 
tion is," the official said. 

As with Are ns’s visit, U.S. 
officials and private analysts are 
not expecting an immediate 
breakthrough at toe Tunis talks. 
“This is a long-term process,” the 
official said. 

Arens’ s trip was a reconnai- 
ssance mission ahead of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's arrival 
here next month. It marked the 
start of Baker's foray as secretary 
of state into the diplomatic 
morass of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

Like the PLO, Israel was urged 
to devise proposals for reducing 
tensions in the occupied territor- 
ies, where a Palestinians uprising 
is now in its 15th month. 

President Bush twice appealed 
for Shamir to bring “new ideas" 
when he comes here in April — 
an emphasis that seemed to pique 
Arens. U.S. and Israeli sources 


said the foreign minister left 
angry because of Baker's refer- 
ence to eventual PLO-Israel 
talks, which Israel rejects. 

Moreover, Arens gave no hint 
that his right-wing government 
would heed U.S. calls for tension- 
reducing measures. 

There was no apparent arm- 
twisting but the U.S. message to 
its close ally was clear — approp- 
riately so, several experts said. 

Baker, considered a pragmat- 
ist, and Bush “have set the stage 
for a long, constructive dialogue, 
not a confrontation with Israel,” 
said Fred Axel gar d of the Centre 
for Strategic and International 
Studies. 

“If there is a change in Israel's 
position, it will come about 
through persuasion, not bul- 
lying.” he said. 

Baker has eschewed the 
approach of his predecessor 
George Shultz, who in his last 
year in office advanced a detailed 
peace plan with specific dates for 
Arab-Israeli negotiations. 

This caused toe two sides to 
move farther apart, not closer, 
and toe Shultz initiative failed. 

An Arab diplomat who asked 
not to be identified told Reuters 
Bush and Baker are ladder than 
Shultz because they have inher- 
ited a more auspicious climate 
that should make success easier. 

In particular, he said, toe Un- 
ited States and PLO are now 
talking, toe PLO seems more 
interested in a political solution 
than ever before and the Soviet 
Union has expressed increasing 
interest in being helpful in facili- 


tating regional peace. 

Convinced toe two main play- 
ers are not yet ready to talk 
directly, however, Baker has 
taken a two-pronged approach 
that seeks to reshape toe political 
environment between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

First, be is encouraging them to 
take steps that would prove to 
each other they are serious about 
peace and credible partners in a 
dialogue. 

Second, there would be direct 
discussions on a final settlement. 


The blueprint for this strategy 
was developed ■ last year by a 
study group sponsored by -the 
Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy chaired by Lawrence 
Eagleburger, now deputy secret- 
ary of state. 

Another prominent group 
member was Dennis Ross, Bak- 
er’s director of. policy planning 
and a leader in shaping toe new 
U.S. approach to Middle East 
peace. 

One obvious question is how 
long Baker is willing to devote 


time and energy to this intract- 
able problem. Israel, especially, 
may try to resist participation, 
hoping Baker gets distracted by 
other pressing issues. 

“I don't get toe sense certainly 
that the secretary has put any 
time limit on this,” a top Baker 
aide told Reuters. 

“I don’t see how one, in a fit of 
impatience, could say that's all 
I’m going to do in that region,” 
he said, adding: “I don’t even see 
how that could ever be an op- 
tion.” 



Yugoslav political pluralism faces conservative resistance 


By Andrej Gustmdc 
Reuter 

BELGRADE — At least 15 
opposition groups with the fea- 
tures of political parties have 
been formed in northern repub- 
lics of Communist Yugoslavia. 

But political pluralism faces 
growing resistance in the con- 
servative south, where party 
hardliners are pressing for a re- 
I turn to centralised one-party rule. 

The opposition groups have 
sprung up in Slovenia, along toe 
Austrian border, and in Yugosla- 
: via’s second-largest republic, 
Croatia. 

Turmoil in the south, where 
troops and tanks were sent this 
month to crush ethnic Albanian 
unrest in Kosovo province, has 
strengthened the hand of con- 
servatives rallying around the big- 
gest republic, Serbia, in a drive 
for greater central control over 
the autonomous province. 

The state presidency declared a 
partial state of emergency in 
Kosovo on February 27 to crush a 
general strike by the province's 
ethnic Albanian majority. 

The Presidency, the country’s 
highest constitutional body, has 
signalled it may soon move to 
crush all opposition, including the 
new parties challenging one-party 
Communist rale. 

“The founding of parties is 
incompatible with the country’s 
constitutional system," it said in a 
statement this month. 

“The Presidency will insist that 
the competent state organs treat 
such occurrences in keeping with 
the law and constitution.” 

As toe ruling Communist party 
plunged into factional power 
rivalry over the past year, opposi- 
tion groups ranging from Social 
Democrats to Christian Social- 
ists, Greens and Anarchists 
appeared in Slovenia. 

The republic's leaders have 
tolerated “non-party pluralism” 
allowing opposition groups to ex- 
ist so long as they join the official 
Socialist Alliance mass organisa- 
tion. 

Slovenian Socialist Alliance 
President Joze Smole said recent- 
ly: “Only associations which re- 


spect the constitutional and socio- 
economic order of Yugoslavia 
can be established.” 

In February Slovenian Social- 
Democrats formed the Slovenian 
Social-Democratic Alliance, and 
were the first group to state open- 
ly that they intended to bid for 
power. 

“Our goal is the peaceful trans- 
formation of Yugoslavia from a 
one-party state into a multi-party 
parliamentary democracy,” said 
France Tomsic, its founder. 

Under police pressure. Tomsic 
promised his group would join 
the official Socialist Alliance, but 


he told Reuters toe final decision 
would have to be taken by its 
members. 

. Another opposition group, the 
Slovenian Democratic Alliance, 
was formed in January, but it 
joined the Socialist Alliance. 

Both groups advocated free 
democratic elections and private 
enterprise, and an end to Com- 
munist Party rule. 

“A political party in the west- 
ern sense cannot be legally 
formed in Yugoslavia,” said 
Lenart Setinc, executive secret- 
ary of the Slovenian Communist 
Party Central Committee. 


“These groups have to play by 
constitutional and legal rules.” 

Slovenia and Croatia have 
strong cultural and historical links 
with neighbouring Austria and 
Italy. 

Before Yugoslavia’s creation in 
1918, Slovenia and Croatia were 
under Austro-Hungary, while 
Serbia and other southern regions 
of today’s Yugoslavia were under 
the Ottoman Turks.. 

Recent polls showed most 
Slovenes felt alienated from toe 
rest of Yugoslavia, seeing their 
future in Western Europe. 


“If I am going to travel any- 
where, I’d sooner go to Paris or 
Berlin than Belgrade,” a young 
Slovene journalist said. “I feel 
much more at home there than 
in, say, Serbia." 

The Yugoslav news agency 
Tanjug noted that Yugoslavia is 
now drawn to two political poles: 
pluralism as an expression of 
greater democracy versus one- 
party inonolithism pushed by 
Serbia. 

The country is hit by its worst 
political and economic crisis since 
World War n, with 300 per cent 
inflation, crumbling living stan- 


dards and power struggles within 
the party. 

Slovenia, while not unaffected 
by the economic crisis, still has 
tbe highest living standards in the 
country, with average monthly 
wages, of about 200 dollars, 
twice the Yugoslav average. 

The Slovene opposition groups 
have found common ground with 
their regional party and its leader 
Milan Kucan, especially on the 
Kosovo issue, fearing that a simi- 
lar intervention could be laun- 
ched against Slovenia to crack 
down on liberalism. 








For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

'please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisanj 
P.O. Box 7806 

Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takeaway Is avail ihln 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6: 30- Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


STUDIO HAIG 

. Professional Quality fn 7 . 

L’ l Hour Service. 

I Develop your colour . film, at 
I -our shop land get- - i 

[ * JUMBO photo 
SOB larger 

*- Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x JO cm 

-Shme*$ani - Opp. Griitdfays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb teh 823891 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Chinese Flaming pot is available 

TManwya vaB i W r 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road • near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 



THE NAME 
YOU TRUST 


n 


TOP QUALITY 

HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 

SHMAISANI amiiah 



Electrolux 




TEL £04671 


/ che»Ps \ 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tat 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 



CROWN 
INT*L EST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents all over Ihe world 
Tel: £64090-660852 
Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
PX>. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 


# CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 


Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon -330p.m. 
& 630p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Aktiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



p r ro Ry|oiiR^ 

Advertisement 


Call tel 




667171 ext 


Tel:659519 659520 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12 .30-3, 30 pm 
7.30 -lUO pm 
After the HoBdayhn hotel 
Towards 3rd Circte 
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Return of the boatpeople 


VIETNAM^ .boatpeople are 
back in the international lime- 
light;. A world which, for more 
than a decade, has witnessed a 
tragic odyssey as thousand’s 
sought to escape- from extreme 
economic hardship and political 
persecution, is now watching 
what could prove to be the first 
step of the process in reverse. 

Seventy-five Vietnamese who 
fled to Hong -Kong are now back 
in their homeland after volun- 


teering to return. They are the 
vanguard of up to 9.000 boatpeo- 
ple who may take advantage of a 
repatriation scheme agreed upon 
by Britain and Vietnam. 

• There are at least 60,000 boat- 
people currently encamped in 
East Asian countries, of whom 
only about half are expected to be 
resettled in Western countries. 

Of the above total. 26,000 have 
found their way to Hong Kong, 
' attracted by its high living stan- 
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At the end of a dramatic journey — the boat people. 


Wild West lives 
on in the 
deserts of 
southern Spain 


Martin Langfield 

Reuter 

TABERNAS. Spain — The 
ghosts of forgotten gunslingers 
walk the desert in Southern 
Spain. 

In the 1960s film-makers shot 
hundreds of low-budget 
"spaghetti" Westerns in Spain's 
southeastern Almeria region, 
drawn by its Arizona-like wastes, 
constant sunlight and low prices. 

Scenes from classic movies 
such as David Lean’s "Lawrence 
of Arabia”, and Sergio Leone's 
"Once upon a time in the West” 
were also filmed here — and 
some productions have left 
permanent mementoes of their 
passage: complete ’ wild W- est 
towns nestling -among the rocks 
and red sand. 

One of them. "mini-Holly- 
wood.” also called Yucca city, 
near Tabernas. Is now run as a 
tourist attraction, offering staged 
saloon bar brawls and high- noon 
shoot-outs at weekends and on 
public holidays. 

"They don't make too many 
Westerns these days," manager 
Jose Gomez Adanez said. "Wc 
run it more for tourists, and 
companies who want to make 
videos." 

Twanging Western theme- 
music booms from hidden louds- 
peakers as the visitor treads the 
black cinders along the main 
street. 

There is a bank, a Chinese 
laundry, and a hardware store 
doubling as an undertakers. 

And in the main square Yucca 
city displays its gallows. 

Out of season, few visitors 
come, though a small party of 
Spanish schoolchildren seen here 
recently were gleefully trying the 
noose around one anothers' 
necks. 

The town was built for the films 
"A fistful of dollars" and “The 
good, the had and the ugly" that 
launched Clint Eastwood to fame 
in the 196Us as a cheroot-chomp- 
ing gunslinger. 

At the saloon some visitors 
give in to the temptation to stride 
meanly out through the^ swing 
doors for an imaginary" show- 
down. 


To complete its authenticity. 
Yucca city has its own “Boot hill” 
cemetery set slightly back from 
the main street. 

The illusion is only spoilt by 
walking behind the buildings, 
where the joists supporting some 
of the frontages come into view. 

Local people say their lives 
became entangled with the bustle 
of the film-world. 

' Antonio Ortiz Garcia, a former 
driver with a fi Ini -company, re- 
members how he was pressed into 
service on "Lawrence of Arabia” 
one day: 

"They dressed me up as an 
English’ soldier and made me 
pretend to drive up in a rush, haul 
on the breaks ana skid to a halt.” 
he saiefe "They made me up really ! 
' heavily, with a blond wig and 
moustache, so I wouldn't appear, 
too Spanish.” 

He said the scene was shot in a 
slow-motion, with the car pulled 
lowly forward on a rope, then 
speeded up. 

In the passenger seat was Peter 
O'Toole, in the role that would 
make him famous as the British 
scholar turned army officer who 
led a revolt of Arab tribesmen 
against the Turks during World 
War 1. 

Ortiz had seen his own brief 
performance on the big screen. 

"But you wouldn't recognise 
me. I didn't recognise myself." 

The vogue for Almeria’s desert 
may have passed, though a spoof 
Western.” Rustlers' rhapsody." 
was shot nearby in 1984 and 
American director Steven Spiel- 
berg filmed parts of his "Empire 
of Che Sun," in southern Spain 
two years ago. 

The film-makers were welcome 
because they brought money and 
work as well as the occasional 
chance to appear as an extra. 

One Almeria man became so 
enamoured of Westerns that he 
used to turn up auditions wearing 
his own cowboy outfit, Ortiz re- 
called. 

"He appeared in hundreds. He 
has photos with all the stars." 

And the spirit of the Wild West 
lives on, it seems, even on Almer- 
ia's city streets: 

You can still see him cycling 
around in his outfit. 1 think lie 
even has the guns." Ortiz said. 



dards and liberal policy towards 
refugees. But with about six mil- 
lion people already occupying a 
limited area, the colony could 
hardly be expected to absorb so 
many newcomers. 

Quite apart from this simple 
consideration, there are other 
factors such as the traditional 
antipathy between Chinese and 
Vietnamese. The colony is sche- 
duled to revert to China in 1997. 

It is against this background 
that the accord between Britain 
and Vietnam was reached. Hanoi 
has given an assurance that the 
returnees will not be punished, 
but the repatriation scheme is to 
be supervised by the United Na- 
tions' High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees. 

During their first year back the 
returnees will receive cash aid, 
part of which will come from 
Britain. For many Vietnamese 
peasants this will represent at 
least three years' income. 

The first group to return was 
greeted by a lavish breakfast and 
a promise from government 
officials that no punishment 
would follow. This was not sur- 
prising for Hanoi has much to 
gain from the success of this 
experiment. 

The exodus of the boatpeople. 


together with the opprobrium 
that the invasion of Cambodia 
attracted, left Vietnam largely 
isolated and deprived of much 
needed economic aid from the 
West. 

This resulted in virtual econo- 
mic collapse with rampant infla- 
tion and acute shortages, espe- 
cially of food. 

But the Vietnamese leadership 
is obviously hoping that with the 
promised withdrawal from Cam- 
bodia. the repatriation scheme 
will complete the country's inter- 
national rehabilitation. This, in 
turn, will give a vital boost to the 
economic reform programme 
launched two years ago. 

Therefore Hanoi has pressing 
reasons for ensuring that the 
scheme does not fall. 

When the first group of retur- 
nees arrived, carrying mementoes 
of Hong Kong such as sophisti- 
cated transistor radios, one 
admitted to being frightened as 
he left the aircraft and saw 
policemen. 

“I didn't know what would 
happen to me," the 18-year-old 
Ngguyen Manh Trung added. 
“But’ then, when the- officials 
talked to us, I become calm 
again because 1 knew 1 would 
not be put in prison." 
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The boat people oo arrival to safety. 
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The camp of Sham Shin Po where 5,000 refugees were living 


Vietnamese refugees arriving in Hong Kong in 1979. 


Restoring the dignity of coca 


By Amanda Davila 

Peasants in Bolivia are searching for legitimate uses for 
the coca leaves they grow. Their livelihoods are 
threatened by government crack-downs on the coca 
growing which feeds international drug trafficking. 


LA PAZ, BOLIVIA — Despite 
the immense suffering that 
cocaine is causing worldwide, 
Bolivian peasant growers of the 
"coca" plant from which the drug 
is extracted are fighting "to res- 
tore the dignity of this sacred and 
medicinal plant, which has been 
blemished by drug traffickers and 
users.” 

So says Prudencio Ticona. who 
has been entrusted by thousands 
of Bolivian peasants to defend 
traditional coca growing. 

Thirty-eight years old, Ticona 
was until 1986 also a coca grower 
on a tiny plot in the tropical 
valleys of" Chapare, in the depart- 
ment of Cochabamba. He has 
since been a representative of 
fellow peasants in the Council for 
Industrialisation of Coca (COIN- 
COCA). This body brings, 
together four federations of small 
coca growers in Chapare. involv- 
ing 35,000 families. 

The coca plant was utilised 
centuries ago by the Inca civilisa- 
tion in what is today Peru and 
Bolivia, for medicinal, ritual and 
social uses. The "acullico." chew- 
ing of coca leaves, is still a com- 
mon practice in an estimated 40% 
of Bolivia's households. 


In Bolivia coca production 
from 12,000 hectares is intended 
for traditional consumption 
Another 48,000 hectares are cur- 
rently cultivated to produce 
leaves that will first be convened 
into coca paste, and then into 
cocaine for the international mar- 
ket of illegal drugs. 

The Chapare growers are 
among the 80,000 coca producers 
in Cochabamba; a further 30,000 
are in La Paz and Los Yungas. 
Since the creation of COINCO- 
CA in 1986, Ticona has been 
responsible for the promotion of 
coca products for medicinal pur- 
poses. In attempting to create a 
market, peasants are looking for 
competitive alternatives to the 
cultivation of coca for the manu- 
facture of illegal drugs. 

The medicines are prepared by 
"traditional coca producers follow- 
' ing the recipes of their ancestors 
but using modem methods. 

COINCOCA has applied to 
the Bolivian Ministry of Health 
for licences to market three pro- 
ducts: "coca syrup", a product 
claimed to counter physical weak- 
ness. sexual impotence and 
anaemia; "Cocabetes” which is 
described as an anti-diabetic to 


Fashion in Paris: 
an expensive 
commodity 


By Mtehela Wrong 

Reuter 

PARIS — International fashion 
designers made frenzied last-mi- 
nute preparations for the start of 
eight days of autumn and winter 
ready-to-wear previews. 

French, Japanese, Italian. 
American and British designers 
will unveil their latest fashion 
creations, in three huge marquees 
set up in the courtyard of the 
Louvre museum. 

Nearly 2,000 journalists and 
photographers, 700 professional 
buyers, and other visitors queued 
to get into over 60 shows at the 
Louvre and smaller venues 
around the capital. 

Afraid that their cherished 
ideas will be whipped up and 
copied by fashion pirates, most 
designers kept tight-lipped over 
what to expect: 

But Christian Lacroix, a rising 
star of the fashion scene, deli- 
vered a collection with a touch of 
1930s nostalgia, featuring his 
favourite trapezium silhouette, 
which falls tent-like from tight 
shoulders. 

Colours would be characteristi- 
cally bright — orange, jade and 
lapiz (blue). Skirt lengths, no 
longer considered to be the cru- 
cial fashion indicator they once 
were, will come both above and 
below the knee. 


Seen as the nearest rival to 
fashion king Yves Saint Laurent. 
Lacroix expected and got a fill? bouse 
for his preview as pundits tiy to 
evaluate whether the old master 
is in danger of being overtaken by 
the young challenger. 

Fashion buffs had wondered 
whether the Guy Laroche fashion 
house would present a collection 
so soon after the designer's death 
from cancer last month. 

But press spokesman Jean-Paul 
Caboche said the preview would 
be shown as scheduled. 

"Laroche himself prepared the 
collection with stylist Guy Duvier 
before he died," he said. 

A focus of attention is bound to 
be Italian designer Romeo Gigli, 
a newcomer who is due to show 
bis first ready-to-wear collection 
in France. 

The previews will be closely 
followed by the fashion press, 
manufacturers and the women 
curious to know what local bouti- 
ques will be stocking in six 
months time. 

In contrast to the expensive 
made-to-measure lines the more 
moderately-priced pret-a-porter 
collections aim for a wider audi- 
ence. 

The publicity surrounding the 
prestigious previews is a vital 
factor in keeping the $470 million 
French fashion industry afloat. 


reduce the sugar level in the 
blood; and “Cocaesret." for 
obesity. 

The scientific justification for 
these claims is not clear. Salim 
Ascha, director of Pharmacies 
and Laboratories at the Ministry 
of Health, says that the ministry 
is carrying out trials of the pro- 
ducts before their marketing can 
be authorised. 

Coca producers have also been 
working together with physicians 
and pharmacists to study the pos- 
sibility of industrialising coca for 
various purposes, taking advan- 
tage of the different components 
of the coca leaf. 

Many Bolivian peasants are 
convinced that the only solution 
to avoid having the surplus of 
coca leaves end up in the manu- 
facture of illegal drugs is the 
industrialisation of coca for medi- 
cinal and other purposes. 

"There is no other crop that is 
so resistant to drought and pest, 
yields four crops a year and pro- 
vides enough income to ensure 
the livelihood of thousands of 
Bolivian" families,'’ says 
Prudencio Ticona. 

New crops 

However, the Bolivian govern- 
ment is moving in a different 
direction; eradication of coca cul- 
tivation and substitution of new 
crops for coca. 

In July 1988 the government 
issued a new law to regulate and 
reduce the production of coca. 
The law, staunchly opposed by 
growers and some political par- 
ties. establishes the areas where 
coca can be legally cultivated, as 
well as those where coca produc- 
tion has been made illegal. It also 
imposes what is defined as 
“voluntary" crop substitution, 
with the threat that, if peasants 
refuse to substitute other crops 
for coca, they will be forced to do 


The Bolivian government 
claims the law shows its political 
will to collaborate with the inter- 
national community in fighting 
drug trafficking. 

The Minister of Peasant Affairs 
and Agriculture, Guillermo Justi- 
niano, has said that the law is an 
attempt to prevent peasants from 
moving further towards cocaine 
manufacturing: "We cannot per- 
mit Bolivian peasants to be mas- 
sively involved in the production 
of cocaine. That would be the 
recipe for social disaster.” 

But he also recognises that "a 
major problem with crop sub- 
stitution is the lack of markets for 
new products, an issue that we 
still have to discuss with indus- 
trialised nations." 

The U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Development is one of the 
organisations sponsoring crop 
substitution in Bolivia. Peasants 
have been encouraged to grow 
pineapples instead of coca. But in 
the neighbouring market of 
Argentina, Bolivian pineapples 
cost three times as much as those 
imported from South Africa. 

Bolivian development experts 
and some peasant unions say that 
only crop substitution with pro- 
ducts that command competitive 
prices in the world market as a 
part of a coherent strategy of 
rural development would be a 
viable option, provided that 
financial resources are available. 

According to some statistics, 
one “load" of coca leaves 135 
kilogrammes is worth $720. In one 
year, a hectare planted with coca, 
which yields four crops annually, 
produces $5,760. Considering 
that the total area cultivated with 
coca is 60,000 hectares, the 
annual production is worth $345 
million. 

The Bolivian Episcopal Con- 
ference opposes the new law on 
the basis that "it lacks solid justi- 


fication." According to the 
bishops, "the government has not 
conducted a study of (he situation 
of increasing poverty the country 
is experiencing today and of the 
needs of the peasants, 90% of 
whom live in conditions of ex- 
treme deprivation. (Peasants) are 
also major consumers of coca 
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leaves (because it) helps them to 
mitigate hunger and exhaustion.” 
Furthermore, the new legisla- 
tion has been conceived on the 
basis of "unsubstantiated prom- 
ises of external help." But. say 
the bishops: "We do not see such 
an avalanche of dollars any- 
where" — Ratios 
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Duck-billed Platypus puzzles scientists 


By Robert Woodward 
Reuter 

SYDNEY — Children all over 
the world know the duck-billed 
Platypus is a cure little bundle of 
fur with webbed feet that is found 
in Australian streams. 

Thai's about all scientists know 
too. 

“We understand virtually no- 
thing about its breeding biology, 
its social biology and its distribu- 
tion." said Dedee Woodside, a 
scientist at Sydney's Taronga 
Zoo. 

"It's a shameful thing that since 
the discovery of the Platypus we 
have found out so little. They've 
been around 25 million years we 
have an obligation to get to know 
them." 

Woodside recently arranged a 
two-day conference on the Platy- 
pus. one of only three species of 
monotreme (egg-laying mam- 
mals) in the world. 

All three — the Platypus, 
Echidna and New Guinea Echid- 
na — are unique to Australia or 
neighbouring Papua New 
Guinea. 

Out of the conference came a 


realisation that scientists' ignor- 
ance was so deep, the Platypus 
might quietly become extinct un- 
less a lot more was discovered 
about its life cycle. 

"They're not on the list of 
endangered species but I'm not 
going to make any predictions 
about their future — we know zero 
about the size of the Platypus 
population," Woodside said. 

Unlike Australia's much- 
photographed Koala and Kangar- 
oo. the Platypus is rarely seen in 
the wild. It lives in concealed 
river bank burrows and moves 
around at night. 

Platypuses grow to around 60 
centimetres long and can stay 
underwater for around five mi- 
nutes at a time. They root around 
for food at the bottom of streams 
with their bills, one of nature's 
most remarkable tools. 

The bill has to be flexible 
enough to pick up small prawns, 
yet strong enough to lift small 
siones and tough enough to help 
dig burrows. 

Amazingly The leathery bill 
also packs a radar system. 

"It’s got a really wild sensory 
system," Woodside said. "It’s 


basically a very primitive animal 
with lots of links to reptiles, but it 
is sensorily very advanced with an 
element of perception that hu- 
mans cannot feel or understand." 

When a Platypus dives into 
often murky water it apparently 
closes its eyes and earholes, re- 
lying totally on its bill for gui- 
dance. 

The bill senses its prey through 
the electric currents the prey cre- 
ates when moving through the 
water. 

The Platypus's extreme sensi- 
tivity to water movements could 
explain why it often disappeared 
from rivers on which weirs and 
hydro-electric plants had heen 
built. Whether the Platypus died 
or just moved on was not known. 
Woodside said. 

Once treated as vermin by far- 
mers, Platypuses are increasingly 
being seen as an important in- 
dicator of the health of river 
systems. They are extremely 
"faithful” to their burrows but 
can move several kilometres 
overland if necessary. 

Pollution, increasing salinity of 
inland waterways and farming 
methods are threatening the habi- 


tat of the Platypus, which has 
proved well-nigh impossible to 
breed in captivity. 

In the 191 years since its dis- 
covery me Platypus, which lays 
two eggs every year, has bred 
successfully only once in captiv- 
ity. in 1944 in a private Queens- 
land Zoo. 

Taronga has twice had one of 
its exhibits lay eggs but they did 
not hatch. 

The zoo. the only place in the 
world the three monot rentes, can 
be seen, is establishing a unit to 
study the animal's breeding cycle. 

Woodside said successful 
breeding was the best way Au- 
stralia could persuade the outside 
world of its determination to pre- 
serve the Platypus, an animal 
which is not ullowed to leave the 
country either for research or for 
a zoo visit, 

"Australians are the sole custo- 
dians of the entire monotreme 
phenomenon and its evolutionary 
process but they do not seem to 
care if the Platypus disappears." 
she said. 

"Wc must realise the unique- 
ness of our fauna and do some- 
thing about it.” 
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Gulf Arabs promote private investments 


BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf Arab states are urging 
private investors be more active in the region’s 
economy in a bid to parcel out the management 
burden a^id repatriate billions of dollars invested 
abroad. 


Gulf economists and bankers 
say scope may be limited, but 
rising share prices and plans by 
some governments of the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) to sell off assets show 
the privatisation trend is gather- 
ing momentum. 

A ceasefire in the Iran- Iraq 
war last August and higher risks 
from fluctuating foreign exchange 
rates has boosted local investor 
confidence, paving the way for the 
return of some ot an estimated 
Slot) billion of GCC private over- 
seas assets. 

. “Overall, the atmosphere is 
much more conducive towards 
privatisation and governments 
are encouraging this trend." Gulf 
International Bank (GIB) eco- 
nomist Henry Azzam told Reu- 
rers. 

. "If this mood of confidence 
continues to grow... it is not far 


fetched to think, of a situation 
whereby investors will start to 
increase their exposure in the 
domestic market,” he said. 

The GCC and economic and 
defence grouping founded in May 
1981. comprises Bahrain, 
Kuwait. Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

Bahrain announced last month 
it had approved plans to sell its 
stake in some state-run firms, 
starting with national hotel com- 
panies, after its new stock ex- 
change opens on March 30. 

At the same time, the island's 
second-biggest offshore bank, 
Arab Banking Corporation 
(ABC), said it was studying plans 
for a public share flotation in 
Arab markets. ABC is owned by 
Abu Dhabi, Kuwait and Libya. 

Saudi officials say they are con- 
sidering plans to float at least part 


of the kingdom's stake in the 
state-owned oil company Petro- 
min. the national earner Saudia 
Airlines, and Gulf International 
Bank. ABCs main rival. 

Directors of the regional car- 
rier Gulf Air — owned by the 
governments of Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and Abu Dhabi — said last 
November they would float 
shares for half the airline’s paid- 
up capital if it made a profit in 
1988, which it did. 

Bankers say GCC govern- 
ments, their budgets still under 
pressure from lower oil income, 
have much to gain from privatisa- 
tion. 

“This policy will open new 
avenues for investors in the coun- 
try, giving them oudets for cash 
surpluses which they may be 
holding now in the form of bank 
deposits," Hassan Juman, gener- 
al manager of the National Bank 
of Bahrain told Reuters. 

"It could lead to the return of 
capital outside the country and 
should relieve the government of 
die burden of managing these in- 
vestments which are really pri- 
vate businesses,” he said. 

GCC states are still major own- 


ers of shares in their respective 
stock markets. Selling some of 
these would generate new re- 
venues and increase the supply of 
shares to fledgling capital mar- 
kets, economists say. 

But the lack of depth to the 
region's stock markets is in itself 
a barrier to large-scale privatisa- 
tion. 

"Gulf states cannot privatise in 
a big way because the mechanism 
is not yet there,” Azzam said. 

"They will not just dump 
shares on the market, they will do 
it slowly, gradually, so prices will 
not be depressed. At the moment 
there is a lot of demand vis-a-vis 
the supply,” he added. 

Four new public share flota- 
tions in Saudi Arabia last year 
were heavily oversubscribed. The 
kingdom’s stock market index 
rose 11.1 per cent during 1988, 
with share prices of one firm — 
SABIC petrochemical company 
— skyrocketing 167 per cent. 

Shares in the UAE and 
Bahrain also performed well with 
price increases of more than 50 
per cent for some stocks. 

Kuwait is the only GCC coun- 


try which has an actual trading 
floor at present, but Oman is 
planning to open an exchange 
soon after the Bahraini floor be- 
gins operating. 

An exchange which opened in 
Saudi Arabia in 1987 was closed 
after three weeks because of what 
bankets termed religious objec- 
tions from the country's con- 
servative religious community. 

In another indication of grow- 
ing investor confidence, business- 
men from the six GCC states and 
Iraq last month finalised plans for 
a new industrial investment com- 
pany. 

They said the firm — with a 
paid-in capital of $100 million — 
would take over projects 
approved by the Doha-based 
Gulf Organisation for Industrial 
Consultancy (GOIC), a govern- 
ment body. 

“There is a great deal of enthu- 
siasm for the project,” Abdullah 


A1 Moajil, GOIC secretary- 
general said. 

“There are enough financial 
resources in the private sector 
and it is only a question of build- 
ing real confidence,” he added. 

Economists say one snag which 
may hinder future share flota- 
tions is the choice of companies 
offered to the public. 

Officials say they would like to 
divest -from marginal companies 
which private enterprise could 
make more profitable, while local 
businessmen say they want access 
to better assets. 

"People are not going to put 
their money into risky companies 
when they are earning 10 per cent 
on their deposits," said Jamil Ali 
Ibrahim, head of Bahrain's Ibra- 
him Group. 

‘The government should begin 
by offering really good companies 
to give the people faith,” he told 
Reuters. 


French companies press Paris 
to ease way for Iraqi contracts 


Pan- Arab insurance 
body boosts trade, 
investment cover 


PARIS (R) — French companies 
hoping for lucrative post-war con- 
■ tracts in Iraq are pressing Paris to 
- ease conditions for rescheduling 
Baghdad's estimated $6 billion 
debt to France. 

"If the government does not 
realise that Iraq is potentially the 
‘ best market in the Arab World 
‘then I must say we are being 
misgoverned,” said Pierre Pan- 


food processing plant in Bagh- 
dad, costing $1 billion. 

The stakes have risen even 
higher and Iraq is wasting no 
opportunity to tempt French ex- 
porters with big contracts now 
that its eight-year war with Iran is 
over. 

Iraqi ambassador Abdul Rez- 
zak A1 Hashimi told the seminar 
his country would remember 


sot. managing director of French companies that stayed in the Iraqi 
' civil engineering and construction market during the war that ended 


firm Sogea. 

“Certainly the business com- 
munity is making this point dear 
to the government,” Parisot said 
after a seminar on post-war re- 
construction in Iraq. 

His company has completed a 


eight months ago. 

"The French companies are 
those who stayed during the war 
and we want them to rake their 
place in the Iraqi market during 
the coming years,” he said. 

Businessmen at the meeting 


said the French government cre- 
dit agency Coface, following a 
bard line taken by the finance 
ministry, was refusing further 
cover for French exporters until 
Iraq repaid some of its debt. 

Most estimates put this at $6 
billion, vrith debts to French com- 
panies accounting for about a 
third. The rest is owed to govern- 
ment. 

Experts from the two countries 
met in Iraq last month to work 
out a rescheduling accord. Hashi- 
mi said a follow-up meeting in 
Paris this month had not taken 
place and talks were continuing 
on a diplomatic level. 

A French businessman told 
Reuters: “What the Iraqis want 
now more than anything else is 


for France to make a political 
commitment on its faith in Iraq.” 

Analysts said France looked 
certain to yield to this pressure, 
not least because of its huge debt 
in Iraq but also because of politic- 
al uncertainty in Iran. 

Paris has halted moves towards 
closer ties with Tehran which 
would have opened the recon- 
struction market there to French 
firms. 


KUWAIT (R) — A Pan-Arab 
body that guarantees inter-Arab 
trade and investment said Mon- 
day it increased the value of its 
coverage last year by more than 
50 per cent. 

The Inter-Arab Investment 
Guarantee Corporation said in a 
statement it guaranteed export 
and investment contracts be- 
tween Arab countries worth S239 
million compared with S156 mil- 
lion in 1987. 

It guaranteed export contracts 


last year to nine Arab countries 
worth $200 million compared 
with $140 milli on to seven coun- 
tries in 1987. The export guaran- 
tees cover both commercial and 
non-commercial risk. 

The Kuwait-based corporation 
was set up in 1975 by all Arab 
governments to encourage inter- 
Arab trade and investment. 

Reserves climbed to $76.6 mil- 
lion at the end of last year from 
$70.2 million a year earlier, the 
statement said. 


Algerian government 

Soviets open moves to stop strikes 

i. _i_ j. it ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian said. 

LrclQ0 LO Cl 1 1 government has agreed on special Unemployment and other 

measures to prevent strikes which nomic hardships were the 
PnfornNQOC have plagued the country under grievances which sparked 

C I I LG I I loGO political liberalisation introduced October riots in which 162 p< 


OPEC, non-OPEC ministers 
to meet in Vienna next week 


KUWAIT (R) — OPEC oil 
ministers will hold a joint meeting 
in Vienna with representatives of 


March 31 to discuss ways of sup- 
porting world oil prices, the 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) 
said Tuesday. 

KUNA quoted a senior Gulf 
oil source as saying the goal of 
the meeting was to support world 
oil prices at OPEC’s target level 
of $18 a barrel. 

: Eight OPEC ministers are 
already due to hold a meeting of 
the group's price committee in 
Vienna on March 29. 

KUNA did not name the II 
non-OPEC countries it said 
‘would participate, but five inde- 
pendent producers — Egypt, Mex- 


ico, Oman, the Soviet Union and 
Angola — have already 
announced output cuts to help 


the $18 level. 

KUNA said the non-OPEC 
producers would be represented 
by their ministers or other offi- 
cials. 

A Kuwaiti oil official, who 
asked not to be named, con- 
firmed a joint meeting of OPEC 
and non-OPEC ministers had 
been tentatively agreed. 

"There is a proposal which has 
been tentatively accepted by both 
sides,” he said. 

But the official could not con- 
firm that ail 13 OPEC states 
would be represented. 

“The goal of this joint meeting 


is to discuss ways of strengthening 
tiie world oil market and to sup- 
port oil prices to reach the target 


said. 

KUNA said the meeting would 
discuss whether cooperation 
should be based on individual 
initiatives whenever the situation 
required, or take a more perma- 
nent and official form. 

The agency quoted its source as 
saying the meeting would give the 
market a psychological boost by 
showing the determination of oil 
producers to work together. 

The eight OPEC states on the 
group's monitoring committee 
due to meet next week are Alger- 
ia, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and Vene- 
zuela. 


China announces tax hikes 
to limit wide extravagance 


BEIJING (AP) — Government 
leaders Tuesday said they were 
slapping new taxes on China's 
thriving private sector and raising 
taxes on such items as cars and 
colour televisions in an effort to 
encourage austerity and limit ex- 
travagance. 

Top leaders, continuing their 
theme of economic and political 
retrenchment, also told China's 
legislature that they were elimi- 
nating loans to private and collec- 
tively run enterprises. 

They unveiled a number of 
cost-cutting measures and said all 
Chinese will be expected to file 
rax returns. They predicted a $2 
billion deficit this year out of a 
$79.2 billion budget. 

The speeches by Vice Premier 
Yao Yilin and Finance Minister 
Wang Bingqian marked a con- 
tinuation of the somber line pre- 
sented Monday by Premier Li 
Peng in his opening speech to the 
National People’s Congress. 

Yao and Wang emphasised the 
need for centralising China’s eco- 
nomy. a contrast with calls during 
last year's congress for bold 
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efforts to move the economy 
away from rigid central planning. 

The leaders told the 2,768 con- 
gress delegates that what China 
needs now is more control, not 
more economic freedom. 

In his report on the economy, 
Yao called for huge cuts in con- 
struction projects, loans, indust- 
rial growth and consumer de- 
mand. 

He said even successful and 
necessary projects might have to 
be curtailed “if they surpass the 
capabilities of financial and mate- 
rial resources.” 

The congress is meeting as Chi- 
na faces severe economic trou- 
bles. Inflation has hit a record 
high 36 per cent, sparking panic 
buying and bank runs. Rising 
crime affects China’s cities and 
corruption sullies the halls of 
government. 

Many troubles have been 
blamed on inflation. In Septem- 
ber, China began tackling price 
rises, slowing reforms designed to 
introduce elements of a market 
economy into China's state-ran 
system. 

Yao announced an end to loans 
for fledgling private and collec- 
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tively-owned enterprises. He also 
said all projects outside the state 
plan would be halted until July 
unless they were absolutely 
necessary. 

Wang said these enterprises 
would be hit with an additional 10 
per cent surcharge on their after- 
tax profits. He also slapped a 
consumption tax on colour televi- 
sion sets and automobiles and 
said every Chinese would be re- 
quired to report his income to the 
authorities. . 

Tax evasion in China is ram- 
pant and a 1987 law requiring 
people who make more than 400 
yuan ($81) a month to pay taxes is 
routinely ignored. - 

In bis speech, Yao called on 
Chinese to tighten their belts- 

"In the past few years, there 
has been widespread and serious 
extravagance and waste.” he 
said. “All this has not only 
seriously conflicted with China's 
economic level at present, but 
also tarnished our fine traditions 
and encouraged reprehensible so- 
cial conduct.” 

In his speech on the budget, Yao 
put China’s revenues for 1989 at 
285.68 billion yuan ($77.2 billion ) 
and expenditures at 293.08 billion 
yuan ($79.2 billion) for a deficit of 
7.1 billion yuan ($2 billion). 

Education and agriculture were 
slated for the biggest increases. 

Monday, Li announced a 15 
per cent increase in the education 
budget, to 37.4 billion yuan ($10 
billion). Agriculture will also get 
10 per cent more than last year, 
reaching 17.306 billion yuan ($4.7 
billion). 

In addition, the state will in- 
crease its grain purchase price by 
18 per cent beginning April 1 in 
an effort to end a four-year pro- 
duction slump. 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
government expanded the right 
to trade with foreigners from 
about 100 ministries and state 
enterprises to virtually all 
businesses in the country, the 
official news agency TASS has 
reported. 

The decree amounts to a major 
deregulation in a country where 
contact with foreigners was strict- 
ly limited until a few years ago, 
and even today merits police 
scrutiny in some locations. The 
move had been expected since 
the council of ministers 
announced in December that it 
would act to expand exports by 
spring. 

Even cooperatives, the private 
businesses which share their pro- 
fits among their members, are 
permitted to trade. 

Foreign currency is still strictly 
controlled, and businesses that 
earn convertible currency expect 
it to be heavily raxed. The rouble 
is not convertible, and the Soviet 
Union urgently needs foreign 
cash to buy Western technology. 

Authorities are planning to 
allow Soviet businesses to buy 
convertible currency like dollars 
in a sealed-bid auction, said Alex- 
ander Potyomkin of the Foreign 
Economic Bank. However, thus 
far be has had trouble finding 
organisations willing to sell their 
foreign currency. 

Businessmen are watching for 
this auction with great curiosity, 
as they expect a rate of six to 
seven rubles to the dollar would 
be necessary to draw sellers. The 
official exchange rate is ten times 
that, at 62.24 roubles per dollar. 

Traders will still operate under 
considerable uncertainty, howev- 
er, because TASS said the minis- 
try for external economic rela- 
tions is being empowered to limit 
imports and exports of specific 
goods as it sees fit. 


ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian 
government has agreed on special 
measures to prevent strikes which 
have plagued the country under 
political liberalisation introduced 
since bloody rioting last October. 

The measures include new sta- 
tutes for various categories of 
workers and “legislation to pre- 
vent and settle social conflicts,” 
the official news agency APS 
reported Tuesday. 

A cabinet meeting was told 
Monday that the number of 
strikes bad diminished since the 
beginning of this year but walk-' 
outs were still damaging the eco- 
nomy and causing hardships for 
the population, APS said. 

Strikes in various sectors were 
“causing big losses for the coun- 
try and at times in acceptable 
wrongs for the population and 
financial difficulties for enter- 
prises, thus threatening efforts to 
maintain employment and re- 
launch the economy,” the report 


said. 

Unemployment and other eco- 
nomic hardships were the main 
grievances which sparked the 
October riots in which 162 people 
died according to official figures. 

Recent reports carried by APS said 
strikes in the building, education, 
banking and sanitary sectors were 
often motivated by dissatisfaction 
with the management's handling 
of enterprises. 

‘Dirty work bonus’ 

A six-day strike by 3:500 trash 
collectors in the city- of Algiers 
ended Monday after the adminis- 
tration agreed to pay them a 
“dirty work bonus” and other 
benefits with effect from next 
month. 

APS said the government was 
counting on the dvic spirit and 
sense of responsibility of the 
workers to settle disputes by con- 
structive dialogue. 


OECD calls for more 
economic deregulation 

PARIS (R) — The OECD Mon- lingness to risk pushing the dollar 
day called on developed nations still lower, the seven major in- 
to deregulate their economies dustriai nations (G7) have relied 
further, saying the process which . increasingly on structural change 
began at the beginning of the to achieve growth, particularly in 


1980s had far from run its course. 

In a new study, the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Co ope ration 
and Development (OECD) said 
industrial nations still bad room 
to dismantle rigidities in labour 
markets, financial markets, in- 
dustrial structures and the public 
sector. 

Hartmut Fest, OECD deputy 
director and one of the report's 
authors, told a news conference: 
“The message..-, is that all OECD 
economies by now accept that 
governments are not best-placed 
to solve the imperfections or even 
the malfunction of the markets.” 

Faced with persistent world 
trade imbalances and an uowil- 


Europe. 

Fest said he hoped the annual 
meeting of economics and finance 
ministers of the 24 OECD mem- 
ber nations would support more 
and deeper structural adjust- 
ments. 

“Without these policies being 
taken since the beginning of the 
1980s, we would probably not 
have bad all the buoyant demand 
growth without inflationary 
pressures that we have seen in the 
last two years,” he said. 

"The basis has been laid but 
there is unfinished business for 
tiie five or 10 years to come.” he 
emphasised. 


Prominent insulin producer 
increases net profit by 34% 


COPENHAGEN (R) — One of 
the world's top insulin producers 
has reported a 34 per cent jump 
in net profits for 1988 but could 
face a leanpr time this year 
because of the rising cost of raw 
materials — pig pancreases. 

Leading biotechnology firm 
Novo Industri announced profits 
of 637 million Danish crowns ($90 
million) signalling it had reco- 
vered from the doldrums in 1987 
when its profits sagged along with 
its share in the highly-competitive 
insulin market. 

But stockmarket analysts pre- 
dicted u sharp rise in the price of 
pig pancreases, the source of 
most insulin, would cut into pro- 
fits this year even though it had 
no effect on 1988 earnings. 

Novo, a world leader in the 
production of human insulin from 
genetically engineered yeast and 
of industrial enzymes, said pre- 
tax profits jumped 90 per cent in 
1988 to 904 million crowns ($127 
million) and sales were up seven 


per cent. 

Novo attributed its good per- 
formance partly to stabilising its 
share of the insulin market, and 
to winning back market share in 
the important U.S. starch in- 
dustry. 

In January, Novo announced 
plans to merge with its smaller 
rival Nordisk Gentofte. The 
move will create one of De- 
nmark's biggest manufacturing 
firms and their combined re- 
search and development is aimed 
at putting on enough corporate 
muscle to take on giant competi- 


tors such as. Eli Lilly of the 
United States. ■ 

Stock market analysrs have 
generally welcomed the merger, 
while warning that even with a 
combined share of nearly 50 per 
cent of world insulin sales Novo- 
Nordisk faces a squeeze on pro- 
fits in a mature market. 

Novo is also looking to new 
products for future growth, in- 
cluding a detergent enzyme it 
laundied in Japan last. year. It 
says it is the first product of its 
kind that can remove fat stains 
from laundry. 


Bonn lends Morocco DM65 million 

RABAT (R) — West Germany has granted Morocco a 65 million 
mark ($35 million) soft loan for agricultural development, officials 
have said. An agreement signed by West German Economic 
Cooperation Minister Hans Klein and Moroccan Finance Minister 
Mohammad Berrada said the loan at 0.75 per cent interest was 
repayable over 30 years with a 10 year grace period. Technical 
assistance worth 18 million marks ($10 million) will also be made 
available to Morocco, they said. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS \ 

IMF signals new lending approach 

AMSTERDAM (R) — The head of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) said Monday the fund would consider extending 
loam to Third World countries without full assurance of addition- 
al financing support from other creditors. IMF Managing- 
Director Michel Camdessus's remarks, in his first public state- 
ment on U.S. Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady's dels plan, 
signalled a departure from the fund's traditional lending policies. 
Brady outlined his debt reduction initiative on March iff. “An 
institution with a preferred creditor status has to he willing to take 
the lead,” Cam dessus said at the Inter-American Development 
Bank's (IADB) annual meeting here. Up to now, the IMF has 
approved new structural adjustment programme loans for Third 
World debtors only after receiving assurances of support from 
other creditors such as international commercial batiks. 

Strike paralyses Cyprus 

NICOSIA (R) — Cypriots left their cars at home in droves 
Tuesday as a five-day-old strike by petrol stations began to bite. 
"-If Cypriots could, they would use their cars to travel to the 
toilet,” a car-hire owner said, adding that people were now using 
their cars only when they had no alternative. Petrol station 
owners locked their pumps at the end of business hours Thursday 
after rejecting an offer of a five per cent increase in commission 
on petrol sales. They are demanding a 20 per cent rise. 
Negotiations between the oil companies, station owners and 
the ministry of commerce and industry ended in deadlock 
Monday, according to official sources. Petrol stations in northern 
Cyprus, a breakaway republic recognised only by Ankara, are not 
affected. 

Kuwait, India sign $4O0m oil deal 

KUWAIT (AP) — India and Kuwait have signed a $400 million 
oil contract, with a 33 per cent increase over 1988 in the volume of 
India's lifting of Kuwaiti crude oil and refined products, the 
English-language daily Kuwait Tunes reported Tuesday. Quoting 
Indian embassy officials, the paper said that under the contract. 
Kuwait will be selling India this year one million tons of crude oil 
and 1.8 million tons of oil products. Making the comparison with 
last year, the paper said that India, bought 700.000 tons of crude 
oil and 1.2 million tons of petroleum products in 1988 from 
Kuwait,, with a total value of $300 million. 

Black and Decker, Emhart to merge 

FARMINGTON, Connecticut (R) — Emhart Corp said Monday 
it bad agreed to be acquired by Black and Decker Corp in a deal 
that values the company at $2.8 billion. Emhart has been fighting 
an unsolicited $2.4 billion takeover offer from an investment 
partnership that includes oil heir Gordon Getty. Black and 
Decker's $40 a share tender offer for Emhart, a manufacturing 
concern based here, will begin this week. Emhart Chairman Peter 
Scott said he backed the Black and Decker offer, which was 
approved by the boards of both companies. 

Turkish steel workers begin strike 

ANKARA (R) — More than 24.000 Turkish iron and steel 
workers will strike Wednesday for higher pay after last-minute 
talks broke down, a union offirial said Monday. The strike will 
affect major factories at Iskenderun on the Mediterranean coast 
and Karabuk on tbe Black Sea. he told reporters. The workers 
want wage increases of up to 440 per cent over two years, to take 
their average monthly pay to the equivalent of up to $330 from 
$f>l now* They have rejected offers of a 138 per cent increase over 
the same period. "No more talks until the strike begins. But we 
will consider proposals later on,” the offirial said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, March 21, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 

Buy 

Sell 

French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 

84.8 

■*08.9 

85.6 

413.0 

538.0 

542.0 

Dutch guilder 

254.4 

256.9 

Pound Sterling 

922.4 

931.2 

Swedish crown 

84.) 

84,v 

Dentscbemark 

287.0 

290.0 

Italian lira (for 1 00 1 

39.1 

39.5 

Swiss franc 

332.8 

336.5 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

137.1 

138.4 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.7138/48 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1935/45 

Canadian dollar 

1.8745/52 

Deutschemarks 

2.1142/52 

Dutch guilders 

1.6173/78 

Swiss francs 

39.23/26 

Belgian francs 

6.3450/500 

French francs 

1374/1375 

Italian lire 

131.50/60 

Japanese yen 

6.3930/80 

Swedish crowns 

6.8080/130 

Norwegian crowns 

7.3070/120 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 394.00/394.35 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Shares withstood negative pressure from overseas to 
close marginally off in dull trade, ending above the day’s lows as 
inflation-wary investors turned to gold stocks. The All Ordinaries 
index dosed down 2.0 points at 1.482.3. 

TOKYO — The market was closed for a holiday. 

HONG KONG — Stocks staged an afternoon comeback to end 
up despite inflation fears. The Hang Seng index rose 9.7 points to 
3,056.43. 

ZURICH — Swiss share prices closed steady to higher after a day 
of active turnover. The all share Swiss index was up 1.8 points to 
dose at 984.7. ’ 

LONDON — Share prices were broadly firm after Wall Street's 
favourable response to a smaller than expected rise in February 
By 1551 the FTSE index was 16.5 up at 2.070.1. 3 

NEW YORK— A smaller than expected rise in February pushed 
stock higher after two days of high losses. The Dow was up 10 at 
2272 after rising to 2283. Gainers led dediners by over three-to- 
one. 

SINGAPORE — The stock market ended with widespread gains 
after buying interest emerged to reverse an earlier softer trend 
dealers said. 

BOMBAY — Share prices fell for a second day on heaw 
profit-taking ahead of the three week settlement, brokers said 
The market will remain closed Wedneday for a Hindu festival 

FRANKFURT — German shares dosed steady to slightly higher 
in thin Frankfurt trading with mounting worries about U S 
infla tion and interest rates. The real-time DAX index Hnc*H a 
scant 0.88 off at 1,303.28. 


_/ 









‘Charlie Hustle* vetted by 
baseball for gambling 


PLANT OTV. Florida (AP) — 
Major league baseball acknow- 
ledged Monday tbat it has been 
investigating "serious allega- 
tions” involving Cincinnati Reds 
manager Pete Rose, who was 
finked to gambling -activities last 
month. ; 

. “The office of the commission- 
er, which was founded to pre- 
serve the integrity of the game, 
has for several months been con- 
ducting a fuU'inqnfry into serious 
allegations involving Mr. Pete 
Rose,” Commissioner Peter 
Ueberroth said in a joint state- 
ment issued with A. Bartlett 
Giamatti, the national leagae 
president and commissioner- 

elect. 

"When the commissioner's 
office has completed its inquiry, 
the commissioner will consider 
the information presented and 
take whatever action is warranted 
by the facts consisted with the 
rtiles and procedures of major 
league baseball, 11 the statement 


Rose, who earned the nick- 
name “Charlie Hustle,” because 
of his all-out style of play before 
be became a manager, is ooe of 
major league baseball’s best- 
known personalities. 

Asked if he was aware of the 
announcement. Rose said 
“yeah.” Asked if he had anything 
to say about it, he nodded toward 
the release and said: “That's it 
No comment.” 

“If something happens, when it 
happens Fll talk about it then,” 
Rose said. 

Rose flew to New York from 
spaing training on Feb. 28 to meet 
with Ueberroth, Gi amma tti and 
several lawyers. At the time, the 
commissioner’s office said the 
matter was private, but several 


news reports said gambling was 
discussed. 

Not until Monday did baseball 
acknowledge it was investigating 
Rose. One baseball source, who 
asked not to be identified said that 
the statement “was a prelude to 
what* s going to happen m the next 
couple of days." 

John M. Dowd, a trial lawyer 
with the Washington firm of 
Heron, Burch ette, Rudcert and 
Rothwcll, is leading the investiga- 
tion as special counsel to the com- 
missioner. Dowd did not return a 
telephone message left with his 
office. 

Baseball personnel are prohi- 
bited from betting on baseball 
games, but they are allowed to 
make legal bets at horse racing 
tracks, a common pasttime for 
baseball players and managers. * 

“Sure I go to the racetracks,” 
Rose has said.” I own a couple of 
thoroughbreds. But 1 never 
patronise racetracks like some 
guys when Fm supposed to be at 
tile baseball park, only on off 
days.” 

Rose has denied reports tbat he 
was among a group that shared 
winning pick six tickets worth 
$265,669.20 at Turfway Park in 
Florence, Kentucky, on Jan. 25. 
Arnold Metz, a friend of Rose's 
signed for the winning tickets, 
reports said. 

Rose was suspended for 30 
days last year for bumping 
umpire Dave Pallone at River- 
front Stadium on April. 30, the 
longest suspension given a mana- 
ger in 41 years. 

Several managers and baseball 
officials said they thought the 
penalty was excessive and 
Giamatti was criticised for the 
decision. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 


CUM! Titwiw MMM Santeaa. Inc. 


TRUMP COUP TOMMY TRIUMPHS 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A K 85 
<?AX64 
OAK 

* AS 4 

WEST EAST 

*192 * IB 7 4 

S’ Void <7 Q J 8 3 

01732 0986 

* K Q J 97 3 * U 6 2- 
SOUTH 


yT0I9 7 5 2 
0 Q 19 S 4 
*8 


The bidding: 
North East 

. South 

West 

2 * 

Pass 

2 0 

3 * 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 O 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

5 * 

Pass 

6 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of * 

Things were good at the bridge 
dub— Trump Coup Tommy was 
back and everybody’s wallet was 
benefitting. So what if, when the 
trumps didn’t break, he played like 
a genius. The rest of the time he was 
donating to all and sundry, and no 
one complained about the occasion- 
al setback. The regulars had learned 
never to double Tommy when 
trumps weren’t breaking; but si- 
lence didn't save East on this band. 
Trump Coup Tommy wasted no 


tune in cue-bidding the enemy suit 
once his partner showed a power- 
house with a good heart fit. North 
could hardly do less than bid six 
hearts. 

West led the king of dubs, and it 
did not take Tommy long to play the 
hand. He won the opening lead in 
dummy and cashed the ace of 
trumps, and the moment he saw 
West sluff a dub, he was a man 
transformed. His eyes took on a 
steely glint, and heplayed swiftly 
ahcTsurely. 

* T Alter Cashing- the table's two dia- 
monds, Tommy ruffed a dub. Back 
to the ace of spades for another club 
. ruff, then a diamond ruff. Lastly, 
the queen of spades was taken, fol- 
lowed by a spade to the king. When 
East followed helplessly to all these 
tricks. Tommy was ready to claim 
the balance but one. 

Everyone was down to three 
cards. East held three trumps, dum- 
my two trumps and a spade and 
Tommy two trumps and a diamond. 
Tommy simply led the board's last 
Spade, and East was a goner. If he 
ruffed low, Tommy would overruff 
and cash the king of trumps for his 
12lh trick, so East was forced to 
split his honors. Now Tommy dis- 
carded his diamond, and East had 
to lead away from his Q 8 of hearts 
into Tommy’s combined K 10 ten- 
ace. Making six-odd. 


enw '»* 

Comm Smtcal, re 


HARRIS 3-19 



“You know that deodorant that keeps 
you super dry? He used too much 
and turned himself into dust!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble thou four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



PORRI 



Now arrange the dreled letters to 
form the surprise answer, aA SOfr 
nested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hom: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

-Jumbte£ DRONE CREEK KERNEL A DRIFT * ‘ 
Answer The fear that relatives am coming to stay— 

. “KIN DREAD- (kindred) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Holland beats N. Korea in pool match 

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — Holland scored a 3-1 victory over 
North Korea in a C pool World Ice hockey championship match 
late Monday in Sydney. Tony CoDard, Fred Homburg and 
Antoine Geesmk scored for Holland, while So Chang Go! was on 
target for South Korea. In a match played earlier Monday, China 
ana Bulgaria drew 3-3. 

S. Arabia beats North Yemen 1-0 

SAN’A (AP) — Ahmed Jameel scored off a second half comer 
kick to give Saudi Arabia a 1-0 win against North Yemen Monday 
in World Cup qualifying play. The two rides were 0-0 at half-time. 
A capacity crowd at the Al-Tha'wara stadium watched a 
lackluster match that was mostly restricted to a midfield struggle 
with few attacks launched by either ride. Ahmed Jameel shot in 
the 77th off a swerving corner kick from Mohammed Jawad, 
easily beating Yemen goalkeeper Amin A1 Conaini. Saudi now 
leads the West Asia group 11 with four points from two games. 
Last week the Saudis beat Syria 5-4. Syria, which beat North 
Yemen 1-0 on March 10, has two points from two matches, while 
the Yemenis have still to win a point. Bahrain, the fourth team in 
the group, has withdrawn from the competition, citing technical 
reasons. 

Thousands of fans line up to see Maradona 

MUNICH, West Germany (AP) — Diego Maradona’s imminent 
visit to Munich is creating a soccer fever that drew 5,000 fans to 
foe Don office Monday as Bayern Munich began selling tickets for 
its UEFA cup semifinal game against Napoli. “We’ve never seen 
anything like this," Bayern spokesman Markus Hoerwick said of 
the run on the tickets for the game. “It's crazy.” Maradona, the 
Argentine world cup star, is the captain of Napoli. The fans began 
gathering in the early morning hours and created a 600-metre long 
line in front of Bayern’s club bouse. Bayern expects a sell-out 
crowd of 72,000 at Munich’s Olympic stadium for the match April 
19, the return leg of the semifinal tie. The first leg is on April 5 in 
Naples. Including tickets, television rights and advertising, 
Bayern expects revenues of 3 million marks ($1.6 million) from the 
game, club officials said. 

Kelly, defeats Richards, retains NABF crown 

INGLEWOOD, California (AP) — Defending champion Berrick 
Kelly used flurries and combinations to score an eighth round 
knockoot Monday over Derwin Richards to retain the North 
American Boxing Federation welterweight crown. Kelly, of the 
United States, held an advantage throughout the scheduled 
12-round bout with quick moves tbkt confused the 21 -year-old 
Richards, also of the united States. Referee Lou Filippo stopped 
tiie contest at 2:15 of the eighth round as Richards was unable to 
ward off his 28-year old opponent's punches. Both boxers 
weighed 147 pounds. Kelly, who was expected to meet a difficult 


challenge from the NABFs no. 10 contender, raised his record to 
23-1-2, with eight knockouts. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY. MARCH 22. 1989 


mut HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll Rlghter Astrological Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: to make year fantasies cot» tine. 
This full moon, along with SCORPIO (OeL 23 to Nov. 21) 
favorable aspects, can energize rda- Someone yon have been helping 
tionqhips. produce optimism, and may not respond favorably to your 
Iowa: Inhibitions. Enjoy the good efforts. Important changes are tak- 
• vibes .but don’t lode for anything' xng pl ace, in your social life 
permanent. - i<- SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19 After 21) Communications fall when you 
trying all day to get things moving, overstate your case. It may be 
you may still bo disappointed with necessary to paraphrase your op- 
the results. Accept things as they timiatic words to others, 
ore and try not to posh too hard. CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jan. 20) 
TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) There is a lot to celebrate today, but 
Stop blaming yourself when things itia the wrong thna and place. Plan 
do not work out right. Live We for to treat yourself and family with 
yourself. Your charaaa always win soma refreshing rest and r el a x a tion 
ant in Che end. AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) It Your psychic abilities and interests 
is a high energy day. You are in a are in full bloom. Explore these 
positive mood that others may not abilities in order to use them to 
want to, or cannot, keep op with, your advantage. 

Remember Che gang at home. PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Full 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to moon energy may {tush you out of 
JuL 21) Discreet handling of fin an- your cocoon, right into someone’s 
dal affairs has brought improve- arms. You look and feel your best 
menL Your psychic abfiitiea pan Keeping a healthful lifestyle pays 
sense trends that work. - off. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 2U You may If Your Child Is Born Today 
be dogged by a conflict of ideas ana He or she will be optimistic, 
interruptions. It is s struggle to sod ally adaptable, adventuresome 
keep moving in an orderly way. Ac- and romantic. Your child will have 
cept changes. many opportunities covering a wide 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) range of activities. Settling on one 
Maintaining a high profile at the course to follow, or making firm 
workplace is wise. You .will get for- commitments, will have to be 
ther recognition if you push your taught to your progeny, 
own ideas more. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct. 22) "The Stars imped; they do not 
Bodget balancing is back in the pic- compaL" What yon make of your 
Cure. A secretive person wQl open life is largely -up to youl 
up their feelings to you. Take action © X989, McNanght Synd. 


THE Daily Crossword by S.E. Wilkinson 


ACROSS 
1 Eng. house 
garden 

6 Artis or Irwin 
10 Confidant 

14 Vietnam city 

15 individually 

16 Ms Merrill 

17 Manifest 

18 Certain sax 

19 Huff 

20 Attar 

22 I feature 


wine” (Bible) 
24 See god 
27 Pull up 
30 Enthusiastic 

32 Necessary: 
abbr. 

33 Actor Lelbman 

34 Capital Of 
Manche 

35 GO Off 

36 Account 
account 

40 Ger. river 

42 Malign 

43 “Baby 
Snooks" 
portrayer 

44 Cal and dog 

46 Before before 

47 - whiz! 

46 Masticate 

49 Poker stake 

50 Zodiac sign 
53 Senior 

member 

55 Check 

56 Olio 

61 With ease 

63 Joeip Broz 

64 In formed 

65 Hint 

66 JoUy good 
fattens" 

67 Jeopardy 

68 Edged 

69 QED wont 

70 Railway 

DOWN 

1 Cut up 

2 Talk wtkHy 

3 Beaut 

4 Jokingly 


€>1HB Tribune Media Soviet* Inc 
ah Mgtiu Reserved 


5 Early Roman 
emperor 

6 Erne 

7 Radiance 

8 Making 
believe 

9 Uncut 

10 Bank savings: 
abbr. 

11 Rani 

12 Oneness 

13 Photo finish 
21 Nut part 

25 Push on 

26 Expression 

27 Hermit or king 
26 Tbne piece? 
29 Ann 

31 Pizazz 
34 Make tsa 

38 Head lira? 

37 Comer 

39 Piaster 
41 Aril 

46 Bind sound 
48 Duplicating 
machine 


Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 


nnHH nnnn 

nnn:? nnninn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnrannnn 
nnno ann 
nnnnn nnnannnnn 
□nnnn Honoa onn 
nnmn nonnn nnnn 
rrnn nnnna nnnrara 
□nnnnnnn nunno 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnno nnnn 
nnnn nnnran nnnn 
□non soon anon 


49 Reply 

50 Pils 

51 Send s wire 
$2 “Now — time 

tor-" 

54 Make do 
57 girt!" 


58 ra-boom- 
de-ayl" 

59 Novelist 

Ambler 

60 Lawrence of 
TV 

52 Hankering 


Heysel Stadium trial draws to close 

Hearings over, verdicts pending 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
The Heysel soccer riots trial en- 
ded Monday and a three-judge 
panel is expected to rule April 28 
whether two dozen Britons are 
guilty in the deaths of 39 fans at 
tiie 1985 European Champions* 
Cup final. 

The British fans are charged 
with involuntary manslaughter 
for allegedly instigating Europe’s 
worst soccer riots yet and face up 
to 10 years in prison. 

Two Belgian police officials 
and a former chairman of the 
Belgian Soccer Federation face 
lesser charges for badly organis- 
ing security at the match. 

Monday's closing arguments 
ended over five months of hear- 
ings to find out what blame the 
suspects had in the riots at Heysel 
Stadium prior to the May 29, 
1985, final between Liverpool 
and Juventus Turin of Italy. 

“All the cards are on the table” 
for the judges to make their final 
decision, said public prosecutor 
Pierre Erauw. 

The verdict is expected April 
28. 

Amid the long and often re- 
petitive court sessions, Erauw 
stood out when he said Jan. 18 


the two British suspects should be 
acquitted for lack of proof while 
evidence against eight others was 
inconclusive. 

For those who should be con- 
victed be called for prison terms 
of only up to four years, far less 
than the maximum penalty. 

Bat the three Belgians facing 
trial could not count on Erauw’s 
leniency, he said. They face up to 
two years imprisonment . 

Belgian authorities asked the 
extradition of 26 Britons, and 
Britain, determined to stamp out 
the phenomenon of hooliganism 
that has dented its reputation in 
Europe, complied in September 
1987. 

Their extradition requests were 
based on videotapes and pictures 
of the riots. They showed British 
fans tearing down a flimsy fence 
separating them from their Italian 
fans in the old stands of the 
HeySel Stadium. 

They invaded the stand, caus- 
ing a panic during whibh the 
victims were trampled and 
crushed to death as they tried to 
flee the violence. 

In addition to the 39 deaths, 
more than 500 fans were injured. 


After their extradition, the sus- 
pects were soon released to await 
trial as the legal preparation for 
the rompficated case dragged on. 

Most were back in court on 
Oct. 17, 1988, when the trial 
opened in earnest. Two suspects 
have not attended the trial be- 
cause they are imprisoned in Bri- 
tain on unrelated matters. 

The proceedings opened amid 
a blaze of publicity but the public 


soon lost its appetite for the 
technical discussions and pro- 
cedural issues. What was at fire 
seen as a trial of soccer hooligan- 
ism soon became a tardy legalistic 
process that dragged on without 
drama. 

Soon after the trial opened, the 
Britons returned home and came 
back only sporadically -for the 
sessions that immediately con- 
cerned them. 


Student games still seeking venue 

BRUSSELS (R) — Kiev in the Soviet Union and West 
Germany's Duisburg emerged Monday as the only remaining 
candidates to host this year's world student games. Roch 
Campana, secretary-general of the international university sports 
federation (FISU), said Kiev would announce in the next few days 
whether it was able to accept the games, scheduled for August 
19-30. If Kiev backs out the games wifi go to Duisburg — though 
with a drastically curtailed programme. “Duisburg can organise 
only athletics, rowing, fencing and men’s basketball,” Campana 
said. “It's really an emergency programme. They are trying to 
help us out." Organisers have bad problems finding an alternative 
site since Brazil's Sao Paulo, originally awarded the games, was 
dropped because of financial and organisational problems. Other 
cities canvassed to host the games instead of Sao Paulo included 
Seoul, Pyongyang, Casablanca, Zagreb and several university 
towns in the United States, Campana said. 


want ‘home’ 
match at 
Izmir 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey’s 
Galatasaray, banned from home 
because of crowd trouble, hope 
to play next month's European 
Cup soccer semifinal “home” leg 
against Romania's Steaua 
Bucharest in Izmir, a club official 
said Monday. 

in Genera, a European Foot- 
ball Union (UEFA) official said 
there would be no objection to 
any venue in Turkey provided it 
was at least 300 kilometres from 
Istanbul, though it would require 
UEFA's formal approval. The 
Aegean city of Izmir is 600 
kilometres to the southwest. 

Galatasaray were ordered by 
the UEFA to play "home" games 
at least 300 kilometres away fol- 
lowing crowd trouble in the 
second round tie with Switzer- 
land’s Neuchate! Xamax last 
November. 

. Galatasaray club official Erol 
Vanlioglu said: “We want to play 
in Izmir because the stadium is 
the best equipped in Turkey and 
can hold 70,000 people.'’ 

“Our choice of Izmir depends 
on UEFA approval. They may 
reject Izmir if they think suffi- 
cient security measures cannot be 
implemented,” he noted. 

But UEFA spokeswoman 
Suzanne Onh said security was 
tbe responsibility of Galatasaray. 
UEFA would not inspect tbe 
stadium. 

She said Izmir had previously 
staged internationals without a 
problem. 

"If they want to play in Izmir 
they need our formal approval,” 
she added. 

Orth said Galatasaray had been 
refused permission to stage the 
April 19 semifinal leg in Cologne. 


One-Ieffff ed climber to tackle 
Everest — ‘blocks aren’t physical’ 


KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) — A 
disabled U.S. climber was to 
leave Katmandu Tuesday in an 
attempt to be tbe first person with 
only one foot to conquer Mount 
Everest. 

"For seven years I worked with 
disabled people to try and show 
them that the barriers are more 
attitudinal than physical ... (and) 
Everest is my chance to validate 
this,” Tom Whittaker told the 
Associated Press prior to his de- 
parture. 

Whittaker, 40, and other mem- 
bers of the American Everest 
expedition will begin by trekking 
to the base camp at the bottom of 
Khumbu Glacier. 

The group plans to spend a few 
days acclimatizing before begin- 
ning their attempt on the world's 


tallest peak. Everest, located 
along the Chinese-Nepalese bor- 
der, is 8,840 metres (28,320 feet) 
high. 

Whittaker lost his right foot in 
a car accident 10 years ago and is 
equipped with a high-tech artifi- 
cial foot. 

Before his injury Whittaker 
was an outdoor guide for white 
water rafting, rock climbing and 
mountaineering. Always a keen 
mountaineer, Whittaker said he 
accepted eagerly when one of the 
expedition’s leaders. Karen Fel- 
lerhoff, invited him to join the 
expedition. 

“I was very excited at the idea, 
as after my injury I had given up 
all hopes of climbing in die mas- 
sive Himalayan ranges,” he said. 
“I realised this is my chance of a 


lifetime. I though! that lightning 
does not strike twice in the same 
place.” 

The group of 14 includes six 
U.S. Alpinists — four men and 
two women — two Swedes, two 
Belgians, two Britons and two 
New Zealanders. All are experi- 
enced mountaineers. 

The team is taking the tradi- 
tional southeast ridge route 
pioneered by Sir Edmund Hillary 
and Sherpa Tenzing Norsay in 
their first conquest of Everest 35 
years ago. Hillary is now New 
Zealand's ambassador to India 
and Nepal based in New Delhi. 

His son Peter Hillary, 34. is 
making his third assault on 
Everest as a member of Fel- 
lerhoffs expedition. His previous 
tries ended in failure. 


Cyclist banned for illicit metabolism 


PARIS (R) — Cyrfl Sabatier has 
everything it takes to become 
France's next Bernard Hinault — 
plus a teenage metabolism which 
puts him on a permanent natural 
high. 

Last June, at the age of 16 
years 11 months, Sabatier be- 
came the youngest winner of the 
French junior national cycling 
championships. 

But when the results of manda T 
tory dope tests came through a 
month later his level of testoster- 
one, an anabolic hormone ban- 
ned by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), was way too 
high. 

Sabatier, widely regarded as 
France's best cycling prospect 
since five-times Tour De France 
winner Hinault, had apparently 
become, in the words of one 
newspaper, "the youngest dope- 
fiend in the history of sport." 

He received a six-month com- 
petition ban, a 1,200-franc ($200) 


fine and had his champion's 
Jersey taken away. 

However, his family, who use 
only natural, homeopathic medi- 
cines and take special care over 
young Cyril’s diet, did not believe 
for a minute that 'he used dope. 

H3s father Jacques, a former 
amateur cyclist who works as a 
road-sweeper in the southern city 
of Nimes, went to the best doc- 
tors he could afford to see what 
was wrong. 

He even went to France's high- 
est administrative court, the 
council of state, which appointed 
three specialists to look into tbe 
case. 

Gradually, a possible answer 
came out. Cyril was naturally 
doped. Although the body nor- 
mally produces testosterone, he 
produced much more than its fair 
share because of a hormonal im- 
balance caused by puberty. 

Cyril is, officially, permanently 


doped," Bertrand said. 

Alerted to the problem by 
Sabatier's father. France's sports 
ministry sent a secret report to 
the IOC medical commission, 
which will consider the case at a 
meeting in Lausanne. Switzer- 
land, in April. 

“We will do every thing in our 
power to try to establish the truth 
and eventually to examine the 
precedents which specialists 
could submit to us about hormon- 
al anomalies in young athletes,” 
Prince Alexandre De Merode. 
IOC Medical Commission Pre<i- 
denf, told the sports daily L’E- 
quipe. 

In the meantime, Cyril is still 
dreaming of getting hack his win- 
ner’s jersey. 

“It has to be done quickly. The 
French title will be up again in 
June. Cyril would like to wear the 
winner’s jersey for two or three 
weeks at least,” Bertrand said. 


Peanuts 


I HATE TO SAY ANYTHING, 
BUT 5EC0NP BA5E ti)A5 NOT 

meant t*o be a pillow l 



IF SOMEBODY HITS A 
TRIPLE, THEY'RE GOING TO 
STEP RIGHT ON YOUR HEAP.. 


KEEP THE 
BALL LOW 



i l«a UmWd FWJUW BwiMCWa IrtC 



Mutt’n’ Jeff 


I CANY SLEEP/ \ 
I DON’T THINK I 1 
SENT IN ENOUGH 
MONEY FOtt MY 

WELL. GET 
UP AND 
BENDIff^ 

INCOME TAX/ ^ 




I WROTE, GENTLEMEN :- 
BECAUSE I THINK X MADE 
A MISTAKE IN MY INCOME 
TAX I CANT SLEEPNIGHTS/ 
X AM ENCLOSING A CHECK 
FORTHIRT/ DOLLARS.*^ 



Andy Capp 



I KNOW WE'VE ONiy JUST MET, 
SPORT, BUT I REAL 1* GO POfZ t- 
YOU -YOU'RE DIFFERENT 



YOU'RE DIFFERENT, TOO, 
DEAR - YOU REALLY 
KNOW WOW TO MAKE A 
BLOKE FEEL UNRELATED 
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Third World countries push for tougher control measures in agreement 


Nations clash in toxic waste talks 


BASEL (AP) — Officials from 111 countries nego- 
tiating a U.N. treaty for controlling international 
traffic in dangerous waste sought ways Tuesday to 
break a deadlock over last-minute African demands 
for tougher language. 


Alain Gere, a Swiss environ- 
mental official with a leading 
mediating role in the talks, said 
he believed a consensus could be 
found in overtime night meetings 
and the draft convention opened 
for signing Wednesday as sche- 
duled. 

The Africans' moves, which 
came on the conference's first day 
Monday, put them at odds with 
industrialised countries. 

Among the stumbling blocks 
Tuesday was that the 52 African 


delegations were divided among 
themselves over the proposed 
amendments. Gere told repor- 
ters. 

African delegates and a small 
group of negotiators, including 
conference President Flavio Cot- 
ti, Switzerland's interior minister 
struggled to find a procedural 
solution for handling the draft 
changes. 

Gere dismissed suggestions 
that die high-level conference 
had been called too hastily. 


Many African countries as well 
as all Asian and Latin American 
nations support the draft treaty, 
be said. 

Hard-line amendments were 
put forth by the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU), which in 
the past has termed waste dump- 
ing by industrialised countries a 
crime against Africa and had cal- 
led for a complete ban before 
announcing readiness to 
negotiate. 

One new proposal appears to 
put the responsibility for manag- 
ing waste ‘‘in an environmentally 
sound manner only on countries 
producing it. 

Other suggested amendments 
would strengthen monitoring of 
the treaty, including a role for the 


OAU. 

The conference, which drew 50 
ministers, was originally intended 
to lead to quick approval of the 
final treaty draft. 

Experts completed the 51-page 
text only Monday, delaying the 
start of the conference. A treaty 
annex lists categories of danger- 
ous substances and other technic- 
al details. 

Mali's Environment Minister 
Morifing Kone, speaking for the 
OAU, charged Monday that in- 
dustrialised countries continue to 
treat Africa as a dumping ground 
for dangerous wastes. 

In a message read out at the 
opening session, he said that 
Africa could not sign a conven- 
tion “unless we are sure our 


interests are safeguarded. 

Some African countries are be- 
lieved to be holding out for a ban 
on dangerous shipments from in- 
dustrialised to developing coun- 
tries. 

Greenpeace, the international 


environmental group, Monday 
renewed its criticism of the trea- 
ty’s lack of a ban. 

A Greenpeace statement called 
the proposed convention weak: 
noting it did not include radioac- 
tive wastes and allowed signatory 
countries to have waste trade 
pacts with non-signatories. 

The draft treaty formally gives 
ail countries the right to refuse 
imports of hazardous wastes and 
plages exporters to provide full 
details of all intended shipments. 




Hawke publicly, tearfully bares his soul 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke, 
with tears in his eyes, has con- 
fessed to being unfaithful to his 
wife. Hazel. 

Hawke's admission in a pre- 
recorded television interview, 
made available to Renters, is to 
be broadcast by the commercial 
Channel Seven network Tues- 
day nighL 

“You have also been accused 
of being a womaniser. What do 
they mean by womaniser," the 
interviewer asked. 

“They mean I was unfaithful 
to my wife/' the prime minister 
said. 

"Is that true?", he was 
asked. 

"Yes,” Hawke said, bnt 
added that his infidelity had 
stopped. 

''She understood that it was 


part of a pretty volatile, ex- 
uberant character, and she 
knew my love for her had never 
changed," said the 58-year-old 
prime minister, who was a 
hard-drinking trade anion 
chief in his younger days. 

“I have always loved Hazel 
and always will,” he said. 

Hawke is seeking an unpre- 
cedented fourth term of nation- 
al leadership for his Labour 
Party in elections expected later 
this year. 

He and Hazel, who recently 
underwent a facelift operation, 
started going out together at 
die age of 17, more than 40 
years ago." I guess there are 
not many women who would 
have put up with me all that 
time," Hawke said. 

It was not the first time 
Hawke publicly bared his soul 


since 1m became prime minister 
six years ago. 

In 1984, he broke down and 
cried daring a televised news 
conference about drug abuse. 
Mrs. Hawke later revealed 
their daughter and son-in-law 
had been heroin addicts. 

Hawke said his infidelity, 

lik e his heavy drinking, was 
now behind him. 

He said he had never been an 
alcoholic in the sense that he 
could not work, but said it 
came upon him that he had a 
drinking problem "one night 
when I was having a wee as a 
matter of fact, not a time I 
normally get into profound 
things." 


much to a drink. I thought that 
was (Hetty unintelligent." 

Hawke gave up alcohol 
around the time be entered 
parliament in 1980. 

Mrs. Hawke, who has been 
married to Hawke for 33 years, 
has not commented on her hus- 
band’s revelations. They have 
three children. 

Hawke said be supported his 
wife’s decision to have the face- 
lift operation, which made 
headline news in the Australian 
press. "She is remarkably well 
preserved without the opera- 
tion,” be said. 


“Bnt it was getting to the 
stage where at the end of the 
day I was looking forward too 


Some of his political oppo- 
nents have dismissed Hawke’s 
latest confessions as a political 
gimmick. Opposition leader 
John Howard refused to com- 



Bob Hawke 


Chernobyl cloud 
still looms large 


MOSCOW (AP) — Almost a 
quarter-million Soviets are living 
on land so contaminated by the 
Chernobyl nuclear disaster that 
they must receive special food 
supplies to avoid overexposure to 
radiation. Pravda said Monday. 

The Communist Party daily 
printed maps showing contamin- 
ated areas of Byelorussia, the 
Ukraine and the Russian repub- 
lics, in response to readers’ com- 
plaints that they still did not have 
full information about the level of 
contamination almost three years 
after the accident. 

On April 26, 1986, an explo- 
sion and fire at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power station sent a 
radioactive doud over much of 
Europe. At least 31 people died. 

Pravda also printed a commen- 
tary by science Editor V. 
Gubarev, who critidsed offidals 
for trying to duck public concern 


about the safety of nuclear 
power. 

“Yes, it is impossible to get 
around using nuclear power sta- 
tions, however, why then are they 
proposed for heavily populated 
or seismic zones?" Gubarev 
asked. ‘‘Why is the quality of 
construction so low, and why 
does so much defective equip- 
ment arrive at nudear plants? 
And, finally, what is the course of 
this fear before a public which 
rightly demands a wide debate of 
every proposed nuclear power 
station?" 

Yuri Izrael, chairman of the 
State Committee for Hyd- 
rometeorology, said that with de- 
contamination efforts and a supp- 
ly of food brought into the area, 
those on the lands contaminated 
by cesium 137 can live safely 
without exceeding radiation 
limits set by the government. 


Mom disowns star 
of Britain scandal 


NEW DELHI (R) — The mother 
of an Indian woman at the centre 
of u British political sex scandal 
said she was ashamed of her 
daughter but did not believe she 
was a call girl, the Press Trust of 
India (PTIT said Monday. 

Shakuntaln Singh Chaudhary 
said the family had thrown out 
Paine] la Bordes seven years ago 
and told how she had once 
beaten her daughter with a chain 
because of her wayward habits. 

“She might have links with 
smugglers and top leaders, but 
she cannot be a call girl," 
Chaudhary said of the 27-year- 
old Pamelia. a former beauty 
queen whose links with British 
parliamentarians, newspaper edi- 
tors and others have featured 
prominently in the British press 
for the past week. 

; "If what the newspapers say 
about my daughter is true then 
the family is all for her being 
punished according to the law. I 
feel so ashamed of the scandal, 
Chaudharv said. 


“In a way she is dead for us.” 
British newspapers have 
alleged Pamelia Bordes com- 
bined her work as researcher at 
the House of Commons with a 
career as a high-class call girl — 
an allegation she has denied. 

Some newspapers have also 
alleged she had links with a top 
Libyan official. Britain broke di- 
plomatic relations with Libya in 
1984 after a gunman, firing from 
the Libyan mission in London, 
'killed a policewoman. 

Pamelia Singh Chaudhary grew 
up in a middle class family in 
northern India as Pamelia Singh 
Chaudhary. Her father, an army 
major, was killed in the India- 
China border war in 1962 wben 
Pamelia was two months old. 

Mother-daughter relations be- 
came strained when she entered a 
prestigious women's college in 
New Delhi and began living a fast 
life with money she made as a 
model, Chaudhary said in her 
luxury home in suburban New 
Delhi. 



Pamdla Bordes is an ex-beauty queen 



Police reject IRA 
mole idea in killings 


Boris Yeltsin 


Newspaper 
gives 
Yeltsin 
coverage 


MOSCOW (R) — Hw Moscow 
Communist Party newspaper, ac- 
cused of bias against Kremlin 
rebel Boris Yeltsin, printed his 
election programme Tuesday 
alongside that of his officially- 
backed opponent. 

Yeltsin, under investigation for 
allegedly deviating from the party 
line during the campaign, was 
scheduled to meet woiters at 
Moscow's ZIJ car plant, managed 
by his opponent in next Sunday's 
voting, Yevgeny Brakov. 

Leading scientists were, mean- 
while, electing the representa- 
tives of the Academy of Sciences 
to tbe Soviet parliament amid 
criticism that reform-minded 
academics had been excluded 
from the ballot. 


Human Rights Activist -Andrei 
Sakharov had pleaded Monday 
for a second vote. 

Moskovskaya Pravda, criti- 
cised by Yeltsin's supporters, 
prominently displayed his prog- 
ramme side by side with Bra- 
kov’s. 

It included Yeltsin's campaign 
call for an end to privileges for 
party elite such as special food 
stores, medical care and 
limousines. 

But two of the most sensitive 
points of his campaign were omit- 
ted — a call for a multi-party 
system to be discussed in the 
Soviet press and a demand for the 
Communist Party to be subject to 
parliamentary control. 

His stand on those issues is 
under investigation by a commis- 
sion set up by the party Central 
Committee last week to deter- 
mine whether Yeltsin has strayed 
from the party line. 

Yeltsin, ousted as Moscow par- 
ty chief in 1987 for saying reforms 
were proceeding too slowly, has 
accused the Moscow party of 
throwing its weight behind Bra- 
kov in the contest for the all- 
Moscow seat. 


Yeltsin told a meeting Monday 
that the Moscow party committee 
and higher officials were increas- 
ing pressure to prevent him from 
winning in the election — the first 
offering Soviet voters a choice of 
candidates. 

An unprecedented march 
through the centre of the capital 
at the weekend denounced both 
the investigation into Yeltsin and 
Moskovskaya Pravda, which had 
previously ignored his campaign. 


DUBLIN (R) — British and Irish 
police on Tuesday rejected spe- 
culation that an information tip- 
ped off Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) guerrillas who killed two 
top Northern Ireland policemen 
on an isolated border road. 

Detectives on both sides of the 
border fear tbe officers, the most 
senior policemen killed in North- 
ern Ireland's 20-year-old conflict, 
may have been tailed in their 
unmarked car or police radios 
could have been bulged. 

The apparent security leak was 
a major blow in the two forces' 
joint fight against IRA guerrillas 
who are battling to oust Britain 
from tbe north. 

But both Irish Prime Minister 
Charles Haughey and Britain's 
Northern Ireland Minister Tom 
King stressed that the double 
shooting would not stifle cross- 
border cooperation. 

The two officers drove south 
on Monday for an impromptu 
meeting in Dundalk with Irish 
police officers to discuss a spate 
of recent ERA bomb attacks on 
the Dublin-Belfast rail line. 

“Even the Gardai (Irish police) 
don't know what- way they would 
be going. There were no bombs, 
so it wasn’t prepared before- 


hand," a Northern Ireland police 
spokesman said. 

“The IRA must have been 
using their radios and they set up 
the attack after seeing the men 
drive into Dundalk police sta- 
tion." 

Patrick McCullough, President 
of Northern Ireland’s Superinten- 
dents Association, said there was 
not “A shred of evidence” that an 
IRA mole had set up the killings. 

“We have the greatest confi- 
dence in our own force and in- 
deed in the forces of the Republic 
of Ireland,” he said in a television 
interview. 

Senior Irish pblice officers also 
dismissed suggestions of a 
“mole” within their ranks. Their 
inquiry may focus on the IRA 
possibly penetrating radio com- 
munication links or setting up a 
sophisticated intelligence net- 
work for tailing police. 

Haughey condemned tbe fall- 
ings. "Eveiy possible cooperation 
will be extended to the Northern 
authorities to ensure that those 
responsible are apprehended and 
brought to justice,” he said in a 
statement. 

King said the attack was an 
ERA bid to undermine Anglo- 
Irish cooperation 


Pan Am crash stirs 
controversy In London 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
opposition Labour Party accused 
the government Monday of 
covering up errors in the way it 
handled warnings to airlines be- 
fore a Pan Am jet blew up over 
Scotland. 

Labour Transport spokesman 
John Prescott was addressing par- 
liament after speaker Bernard 
Wea the rQI, who presides over sit- 
tings in the House of Commons, 
refused to grant time for an 
emergency debate on the way 
warnings were handled. 

“The Commons will not toler- 
ate the denial of a debate on the 
importance of airport security,” 
Prescott said. “If not given, it will 
only feed the view that a cover-up 
is now being conducted by the 
government." 

Labour has accused Transport 
Secretary Paul Channon of failing 
to pass on to airlines detailed 
intelligence warnings about a 
bomb hidden in a radio-cassette 
player until after the Lockerbie 
disaster, in which 270 people 
were killed. 

The Pan Boeing 747, flying 
from London to New York, was ■ 
blown up Dec. 21 over the Scot- ■ 
tish town of Lockerbie by plastic 
explosive concealed in a radio- 
cassette recorder. 

A Transport Department 
spokesman said Sunday that a 
warning letter dated Dec. 19 was 
not posted until die new year 
because accompanying colour 
photographs of a suspect radio- 
cassette had to be prepared. 

Pan Am has said the letter did 
not arrive until Jan. 17. 

The disclosure about when the 
letter was dispatched fired fresh 
opposition demands for a state- 
ment by Channon or a public 
inquiry. Channon has minimised 


the importance of the letter in 
question, saying it merely elabo- 
rated on a previous warning. 

Channon has said he cannot 
disclose certain details about the 
crash for security reasons. 

Sources close to Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher said she had 
complete confidence in Channon 
and was disgusted at suggestions 
he had not acted properly. 

The transport secretary pulled 
out of a London conference on 
airport congestion at short notice 
Monday due to what bis office 
said was “pressure of work.” 

The departmenrsent a telexed 
message suggesting further steps 
to tighten airport security. 

“In view of the high and con- 
tinuing risk from electronic de- 
vices, the department has today 
by telex issued a further reminder 
to airports and airlines, drawing 
attention to the guidance issued 
earlier and suggesting some furth- 
er steps that should be taken,” a 
spokesman said. 


He said the department was 
told that more bombs of the same 
type could be in circulation. He 
declined to comment on a report 
saying West German police had 
said up to three more cassettee- 
recorder bombs had been built. 

The London Evening Standard 
newspaper linked the new warn- 
ing to West German police’s dis- 
covery last October of a Toshiba 
cassette player packed with Sem- 
tex plastic explosive and linked to 
a detonator designed to explode 
at high altitude. 

In Washington, a congressional 
committee report, prompted by 
the bombing of Pan Am Flight 
103, said government warnings to 
airlines were sometimes danger- 
ously inaccurate. 
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Alfredo Cristiani of the extreme rightist Nationalist Republican 
Alliance (ARENA), the expected winner of Sunday's presidential 
elections. 


Washington praises 
El Salvador election 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States Monday praised El 
Salvador's presidential election 
and said it would support the 
winner, but at least 250 people 
were arrested in protests in U.S. 
cities against the vote and U.S. 
policy in the Central American 
nation. 

Official results released Mon- 
day indicated that businessman 
Alfredo Cristiani of the extreme 
rightist Nationalist Republican 
Allianc e (ARENA) was set to 
become the next Salvadorean 
president, with 53 per cent of the 
vote in Sunday's violence-pla- 
gued poll. 

“These elections are the most 
recent manifestation of the .Sal- 
vadorean people’s desire for a 
durable democratic system,” 
State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman told reporters. 

“The leader of the U.S. obser- 
ver delegation. Senator (Mitch) 
McConnell (Republican of Ken- 
tucky), characterised the election 
as free and fair... despite FMLN 
(guerrilla) intimidation, we 
understand that some 55 to 60 per 
cent of registered voters turned 
out. The Salvadorean people 
braved violence and terror... to 
participate.” 

Redman said the United States 
would support the winner be- 
cause tbe election was democra- 
tic, but warned U.S. ties to the 
new government would depend 
on its human rights performance 
and respect for democracy. 

He said President Jose Napo- 
leon Duarte had made progress in 
those areas. 

Duarte, currently undergoing 
chemotherapy for liver cancer, 
maintained close ties with 


Washington, building bipartisan 
U.S. congressional support for 
his policies and attracting more 
than SI million a day of U.S. aid 
to El Salvador, tbe second high- 
est per capita figure after Israel. 

“We continue to press for 
democracy and human rights im- 
provements in that country and 
we'U just have to wait and see 
what kind of actions we get from 
the new government,” White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter said in a separate briefing. 

ARENA has been Jinked in foe 
past with death squad killings of 
political opponents. 


Sunday’s elections were over- 
shadowed by dashes between re- 
bels and security forces and the 
killing of three journalists. The 
military reported 38 people killed 
and the rebels said they killed or 
wounded 150 government troops. 

Asked about reports that much 
of the violence was caused by the 
Salvadorean military. Fitzwater 
said: “Most of the violence that 
we have seen documented is from 
the left, from the guerrilla foe-, 
dons.” 


At least 250 people were 
arrested in Washington, New 
York and San Francisco in Mon- 
day's protests against U.S. aid to 
El Salvador and an election pro- 
cess they asserted was unfair. 

Nine policemen were injured 
and 122 people arrested in New 
York where demonstrators, some 
dressed as Salvadorean “death 
squad" members carrying out 
mock executions, blocked entr- 
ances to a federal office building. 
Another 80 were arrested by 
police in riot gear at the San 
Francisco federal building. 


Korean bomber 
wants punishment 


SEOUL (AP) — A confessed 
North Korean agent told a court 
Tuesday she wanted to be punished 
for planting a bomb that destroyed 
a South Korean airliner in 1987, 
killing all 115 people ou board. 

Kim Hyon-Hui said during the 
second hearing at the Seoul dis- 
trict court on her case that she did 
not believe she bad any right to a 
defence and that she would tell 
tbe court everything. Kim, who 
could face the death sentence, 
said she hoped her death would 
ease the suffering of the victim's 
relatives- • - 

“It would be fortunate if my 
death would help reduce their 
sorrow and pain,” she said in a 
hushed voice. 

Hundreds of riot police and 
security agents ringed the court to 
prevent protests by angry rela- 
tives of the victims or a piossible 
North Korean attack. About 10 
relatives who tried to force their 
way into the court scuffled "with 
police. 

About 30 relatives who were 
allowed into the courtroom yelled 
threats and insults at Kira and the 
hearing was slowed by frequent 
interruptions. Weeping relatives 
shouted obscenities and one 
woman burled a shoe that missed 
Kim by several metres. 

‘Let’s kill her," yelled a dis- 
traught relative. 

The hearing was interrupted 
several times by the outbursts 
until about 25 of the relatives 
marched out in protest. 

Prosecutors are expected to ask 
for the death sentence, but gov- 
ernment officials have indicated 
that Kim will be pardoned be- 
cause they say she was duped by 
North Korea and has repented. 

Kim’s confession and 'the trial 
has been a major propaganda 
victory for South Korea in its 
struggle with the communist 
North for supremacy on the di- 
vided Korean peninsula. 

Kim repeated at the first court 
bearing March 7 her earlier con- 
fession that she planted a bomb 
on the Korean Air Boeing 707 
that disappeared Nov. 29, 1987, 
over the Andaman Sea near the 
coast of Burma on a Sight from 
Iraq to Seoul. No survivors were 
found. ‘ 

In reply to a question Tuesday, 




Kim Hyon-Hui 


Kim said she acted automatically 
when she placed the bomb on tbe 
plane and had no second thought 
about her action. “I did what I 
was trained to do,” she said. 

Kim has said she was acting ou 
the orders of top North Korean 
leaders who hoped to sabotage 
the 1988 Olympic games held in 
Seoul. 

North Korea has denied any 
involvement in the incident. 

In reply to questions, Kim said 
she had confessed after being 
brought to South Korea ana 
realising she had been duped 
about true conditions in the 
South- She described foe North 
as hellish police state. 

In a confession on South Ko- 
rean television in January 1988, 
Kim said she .and. her -elderly 
companion flew on the flight 
from Baghdad to Abu Dhabi 
where they got off. She said they 
left a powerful bomb on the plane 
disguised as a radio and a bottle 
of liquor. . • 



‘Last Emperor’ wins 
British film award 


LONDON (R) — “The Law 
Emperor 4 ’ by Italian director 
Bernardo Bertolucci gained top 
honours at the British Academy 
of Film and Television. Arts 
(BAFTA) Awards Sunday. The 
movie about Pu Yi*s fall from 
emperor to gardener was named 
best film. Luis Malic was voted 
best director for his “An Revoir 
les Enfants.” an account of his 

childhood Jewish friends Airing 
the Nazi occupation of France. 
The offbeat comedy “A Fish Cal- 
led Wanda" picked up two Britr 
ish film “Oscars''. ■ John Cleese 
was voted best actor and: co-star 
Michael Palin best supporting 
actor. Maggie Smith -was judged 
best actress for her role as the 


unhappy spinster in “The Lonely 
Passion of Judith Hearne.” 


Traffic jams are an 
ancient problem 


ROME (ANSA) — Anyone who 
thinks that traffic and pollution 
are exclusively modem age phe- 
nomena will have to think again. 
In Rome in the first century B.C. 
heavy waggons and carts dogged 
the streets, carriages clattered 
and two-horse chariots charged at 
such a speed that they threatened 
the lives of pedestrians. Ancient 
Romans were experts in dealing 
with -traffic. In the course of 
history they built 140 thousand 
kilometres of roads and were not 
upset in the slightest when Julius 
Caesar issued the “Lex Julia 
Munidpalis” in 45 B.C. when the 
traffic problem had become cri- 
tical! It was the first comprehen- 
sive attempt to regulate the flow 
of road traffic. Since heavy trans- 
port carts obstructed the way and 
made too much noise they were 
forbidden within the city from 
dawn to dusk. The amount of 
traffic reached such proportions 
and became so chaotic that it was 
decided that no todies, not even 
those from high ranking patrician 
families, were allowed to use 
carriages. In other words the era 
of access permits for the city 
centre dates far back. The only 
categories allowed to enter the 
city in a two-wheeled or four- 
wheeled vehicle were the vestal 


virgins and the Flamen priests, 
custodians of the sacred fire, the 


Rex Sacrorum". the high priest 
ies and i 


who led all ceremonies and pro- 
cessions. magistrates and the 
most important military comman- 
ders. 


Bergamot, artichoke 
for beauty 


ROME (ANSA) — The interest 
of cosmetic science for natural 
products has focused attention on 
two typical Mediterranean plants 
which abounds in Italy: The Ber- 
gamot and the Artichoke. The 
bergamot, a name given to a 
small tree of tbe rue family which 
has flourished in Italy from the 
beginning of the 1 9th century, 
grows mainly along the Ionian 
[coastline, while the artichoke is 
reaped in some areas of the south 
as many as four times a year. 
Both crops have reached a new 
popularity thanks to their use in 
natural cosmetics. Interest in the 
environment and ecology has 
spread to the cosmetics industry, 
which is enthusiastically trying to 
make use of natural products in 
creams, potions and lotions 
meant to cure, repair and prevent 
damages to the bodies and faces 
of clients. The artichoke, one of 


the most frequegtly used ingre- 
dients in naturdr cosmetics, de- 


rives its botanical name “Cynara” 
from a Greek nymph Lecend. 
The nymph, beautiful but capri- 
cious. drove Zeus, father of the 
gods, to turn her into a thorny but 
useful plant. In fact, the leaves 
and stalk of the artichoke are 
extremely tasty, and can also be 
used to keep the skin velvety and 
hair shiny. 


The weather at 
major world 
capitals & cities 



MIN. 

MAX. 


*C 

■*F 

°C 

T Weather 

AMSTERDAM 

on 

36 

07 

45 Cloudy 

ATHENS - 

09 

48 

21 

70 Cloudy. 

BAHRAIN 

17 

63 

23 

73 dear 

BANGKOK 

24 

75 

33 

91 Clear ■ 

BUENOS AiHES 

18 

64 

35 

77 Clear 

CAIRO 

13 

55 

28 

82 Clear 

CHICAGO 

-01 

31 

03 

38 Clear 

COPENHAGEN 

04 

39 

10 

50. Cloudy 

FRANKFURT 

06 

43 

13 

88 Rein 

GEJ'feVA 

-02 

29 

13 

88 Clear 

HONGKONG 

18 

64 

21 

70 Cloudy 

ISTANBUL 

06 

43 

T6 

61 Clear 

LONDON 

03 

37 

.10 

50 Rain 

LOS ANGELES 

13 

56 

28 

83 Char 

MADRID ....... 

02 

36 

14 

57 dear 

MECCA 

17 

63 

33 

91 dear 

MIAMI ............ 

22 

72 

25 

77 Ooudy 

MONTREAL 

-10 

14 

00 

32 Cloudy 

MOSCOW ... 

-01 

30 

04 

39 Osar 

NEW DOW „„ 

18 

64 

31 

66 Cfwr 

NEW YORK _. 

■01 

30 

06 

42 Ooudy 

PARIS 

OS 

41 

11 

52 Ooudy 

ROME 

08 

46- 

21 

70 Ooudy 

TOKYO 

06 

43. 

14 

57 Ctaet 
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